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Dear CBARRC Members,
The sun is shining longer and the temperatures are rising
so it must finally be summer. This is always one of the
best times of the year. Many of us are finally able to do
even more fun activities with our ridgebacks. While some
of us may be getting away from home with our dogs this
summer, there are still lots of things to do in the local
area with our ridgebacks.
In the DC area, we are fortunate to have some great
activities to do with your dogs. If you like baseball, the
Washington Nationals have a couple of home games a
year where you can bring your dog to watch the game
with you on July 7th and September 22nd. Check out the
National’s website for more information about their Pups
in the Park Program.
If you are interested in a little happy hour with your
ridgeback and other dog lovers check out the Doggie
Happy Hour in Old Town Alexandria. Every Tuesday and
Thursday evening at 5pm, the Hotel Monaco has an
outdoor happy hour that runs until Halloween.
If you would rather take a river cruise with your dog
check out the Canine Cruise in Old Town Alexandria,
where you can take a cruise up the Potomac River and
your ridgeback can ride free.
No matter what your summer adventures bring, you head
over to the CBARRC’s yahoo groups page and tell
everyone in the club about it. We all look forward to all
the exciting stories that come from this time of year.

Trent Prange
CBARRC President
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Upcoming Events
Key Code for Events
AG - Agility
JSHW - Junior Showmanship
TX - Tracking Excellent
TR - Tracking
RLY - Rally
AB - All Breed
O - Obedience
VST - Variable Surface Tracking

DOG SHOW

TYPE

CITY

SHOW

CLOSING

Maryland
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club
Hyattsville Dog Training Club
Oriole Dog Training Club
Oriole Dog Training Club
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club
Hyattsville Dog Training Club
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club
Hyattsville Dog Training Club
Virginia
James River Kennel Club, Inc.
Roanoke Kennel Club, Inc.
Blue Ridge Dog Training Club
New River Valley Kennel Club
Agility Club Of Chatham, Virginia
Coursing Hounds Association Of Mid-potomac
Greater Fredericksburg Kennel Club
Dog Owners Training Club Of Lynchburg, Inc.
Chesapeake Virginia Dog Fanciers Association
James River Kennel Club, Inc.
Richmond Dog Obedience Club, Inc.
Blue Ridge Dog Training Club
Warrenton Kennel Club
Warrenton Kennel Club
Old Dominion Kennel Club Of Northern Virginia, Inc.
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club Of The United States, Inc.
James River Kennel Club, Inc.
Roanoke Kennel Club, Inc.

RLY
O
AG
RLY
O
AG
RLY/O
RLY
O
AG

Salisbury
Salisbury
Westminster
Baltimore
Baltimore
Eden
Beltsville
Salisbury
Salisbury
Westminster

07/20-21/2012
07/21-22/2012
08/10-12/2012
08/24/2012
08/24-26/2012
08/24-26/2012
09/22-23/2012
07/20-21/2012
07/21-22/2012
08/10-12/2012

07/04
07/04
07/25
08/08
08/08
08/09
09/05
07/04
07/04
07/25

AB/JSHW
AB/JSHW
RLY/O
AB/JSHW
O
LCTS/LCTR
AG
O/RLY
AB/JSHW
O/RLY
AG
TR/TX
AB/JSHW
AB/O/JSHW/RLY
AB/O/JSHW/RLY
SWPC
AB/JSHW
AB/JSHW

Salem
Salem
Berryville
Salem
Chatham
The Plains
Fredericksburg
Lynchburg
Chesapeake
Lynchburg
Toano
Cross Junction
Millwood
Millwood
Millwood
Millwood
Salem
Salem

08/01-02/2012
08/03-04/2012
08/04/2012
08/05/2012
08/11-12/2012
08/18-19/2012
09/01-03/2012
09/15-16/2012
09/22-23/2012
09/22-23/2012
09/22-23/2012
09/23/2012
09/28/2012
09/29/2012
09/30/2012
09/30/2012
08/01-02/2012
08/03-04/2012

07/18
07/18
07/18
07/18
07/25
08/18
08/10
08/29
09/05
09/05
09/04
09/13
09/12
09/12
09/12
09/12
07/18
07/18
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My Rhodesian Ridgebacks by Shana von Zeppelin
Five ridgebacks have shared in our lives for 16
years, and the stories, memories, and emotions
abound. Today, we have three (8 years, 2 years,
and 10 months) and three young boys (6years, 4
years, and 18 months). Where to begin with just
one story in a house filled with craziness and
confusion?

Is it the time they have stolen lamb chops off the
counter and made them disappear right before
going on the grill?
Is it that they know "clean up" means come running
to the kitchen to help clean up the messy floor from
the children's meal time?
Or, each time they brighten our mood the instant
we come home from a bad day's work?
Is it our relief and joy at realizing that our dogs didn't really care that we came home with a baby
after four days of absence, but were just happy to have us home? Baby or not?
Is it the way they slink away when they sense our anger?
The many shoes that have gone the way of the dodo?
How they lick and come to comfort us when we are crying, sad, or sick?
How they jump up and down when we are happy and full of energy?
Or merely when they sit next to us on the couch and chill when we read a book?
How is it that a 90 pound dog can sneak off its dog bed in
the middle of the night to crawl between us on our bed
without us knowing?
Is it waking up each morning with a hairy muzzle and
warm dog breath in our face?
Did the dogs really corner the prey (carpet cleaner) in the
kitchen with their looks, or was he just standing too close
to the treat jar?
Is it our pride in our dogs when we realize that sometimes
they have more patience with our three young boys than we?
Is it walking into the kitchen to be met with flying feathers and laughing to see two boys and a dog
pulling a down comforter to pieces and finding feathers in random places for a month?
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Is it how they let me know by the tone of their bark that it was a stranger trying to get into my house
and not my husband coming home late?
Is it Brisbie, who has a never ending supply of kisses?
Or is it Tasha, our silent sentinel, who always keeps
one eye on all of us and makes sure the pack is
together?
Is it Titus, who is just one of the guys?
Is it how they know our cat is off limits, but any other is
fair game?
Is it the realization that it was not the husband or the
children who neglected to properly close the treat jar,
but a clever RR who somehow managed to open it
three times w/out a tooth mark?
Is it the knowledge that the power of their jaws with
teeth that can break bone and crush a baby's skull,
never seem to harm us?
Is it the ramp we built for our ailing boy who could no longer manage the stairs?
Is it the way the family came together to care for our sick boy suffering from DM?
Is it the pain in their eyes when they are ill and suffering?
Is it the scar on my hand inflicted by a bite not out of aggression, but a young girl in terrible pain
and agony?
A bite that I should have felt, but didn't because I was feeling her pain?
Or the resigned look of understanding when they know their time with us has ended?
Is it the tears that still come easily when we walk past the Napo and Sasha trees, two dogwoods
planted in our yards in their
memories?
I stop here as I have digressed from
telling you a story, and have instead
given you my version of "What is a
Ridgeback to You". I guess I have no
specific story, just jumbled feelings of
many years of joy, pain, laughter,
sadness, and comfort with an
incredible breed. These guys are a
part of our lives, and always will be. A
Ridgeback just is.
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At the Central Virginia Agility Club trial on April 14, 2012 Emma
won 1st place in Novice Jumpers w/ Weaves. On April 15, 2012
Emma won 1st place in Novice Jumpers and 2nd place in Novice
Standard. She was handled & owned by Candace Gartland.

On May 12, 2012 Emma
completed her Novice Agility
(Standard) title & Novice Agility Jumpers (NAJ) title. . Emma is now:
U-Ch. Vyrtuous Emma Good Thief, TD, NA, NAJ, FCH, RN, MC,
CGC, HIC, TT, JHSG, ORT, and Delta Society registered Pet Partner
therapy dog. Emma is owned & handled by Candace Gartland.

Simon the new AKC Champion...and Dominion's First ever AKC
Champion! He won a 4pt major to finish on 4/21/2012 at the Old
Dominion Kennel Club in Timonium, MD. We are so proud of him.
We are so thankful to Steve and Susan for breeding such as wonderful
boy. He adds so much to our lives. I don't know what we would do
without him. Owners = David and Karen Fischer; Breeders = Stephen
& Susan Hoffman

Kushinda Rhodesian Ridgebacks take another BEST IN FIELD!!!!

Beatrice, MBIF FC KUSHINDA‘S THE KOVE ACTRESS SHE WROTE,
BEATRICE UC, JC, SC, FCH Sire: KIMANI-KUSHINDA‘S CUTTING EDGE,
JC, CHIC+  + DM(N/N) Dam: KUSHINDA’S UTTERLY SIGNIFICANT
TBV, CHIC+  + DM(N/N), takes back-to-back BOBs Saturday and Sunday
and a BIF on Sunday at MDIHC‘s ASFA Trial 05/27/12!

Juno takes her first 4 point MAJOR at at Mattaponi Kennel Club - Sunday
05/20/12 under Mr. Joseph E. Gregory. KUSHINDA'S BURNING NEWSTHIS
JUST IN JUNO WROTE JB. HP 39913207. 01-21-11 By Ch Kushinda Bronze
Star Legend Keeps On Burning C & T JC - DC Kushinda's My Bad Image, She
Wrote, Jessica Uc JC.
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Owner: Patricia Wieland (Handler Pictured) & Dr Kammi Kai
Hefner & Kimma Hefner & Karrie Dee Hefner.
Exclusively handled by Kammi out of the Bred by Exhibitor
classes Edmund KUSHINDA'S SETTING SAIL WITH
THE EDMUND FITZGERALD SC & Beverly
KUSHINDA'S DARK CRIMSON HEART REDVELDT
BEVERLY RAH take BOW/Winners at the Magic Valley
Kennel Club, Inc. - Saturday 04/28/12 under judge Mr. David
Bolus.

04/14/12 - Kushinda

announces
on FB receipt of our 3rd
AKC BBE Medallion! ―Arriving in the
mail today. Congratulations from AKC! Enclosed is
the Special GOLD Medallion in recognition of your
contribution to the sport of pure bred dogs. Breeder,
Owner, Handlers of 10 Champion's from the Bred by
Exhibitor class. Whoooo Hoodoo! Kushinda
Ridgebacks, registering 30 CHIC RR.‖
(www.caninehealthinfo.org/results).
06/19/12 - Kammi receives
official Regular Status for Bassets
Hounds from the AKC
(http://www.akc.org/judges_directory
Kammi completed her last provisional
assignment and evaluation at the
Laurel Highlands Kennel Association,
Inc. dog show on 05/24/12 in New
Castle, PA under the AKC Field Rep
Tommy Gladsford!

Kuluta-Kushinda‘s Ma di tau Genevieve – Gina (dob: 02/02/11) started her
show career at the York circuit 03.14-18.12 expertly handled by Heather
Helmer (http://www.skiptonfarms.com/) (Dam: HP29310401 (05-11) CH
Ushamwari's Dawn Of Kuluta JC & Sire:HP31475006 (02-11) GCH CH
Kuluta Along The Watchtower (http:/www.kulta.com/Toren/toren.htm).
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In pursuit of her AKC Conformation Judges License,

Kammi attended the Judge‘s Education Activities
sponsored by the Whippet Club of America‘s National
Specialty in Huron, OH 44839 on 04/21/12 and was
mentored by many knowledgeable breeders (THANK YOU
Karen Lee !) and the ever renowned Bo Bengtson
(http://www.sighthoundreview.com/meetus/bobengtson.html)

Kushinda is now the proud owner of two Dykumos Dudes (picked up
04/20/12): The Honorable Robert C. Byrd … Honor and Byrd
respectfully. Honor (dob: 02/21/12) Byrd (dob: 02/24/12). To see
pedigrees and health clearance information ―Mr Blue‖ Honor visit
http://www.dykumos.com/thomba_anora.htm.To see ―Mr Yellow
Stripey‖ ―Bobbi‖ Byrd visit http://www.dykumos.com/lobo_neila.htm

Honor (@ 9 weeks
Byrd (@ 12 weeks)

Kammi took us to our first dog show
(04.28-29.12) where we help introduce
Portuguese Podengo Pequeno to the
lure!
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Keanu (Beatric‘s sister), MBIF FC KUSHINDA‘S IMAGE
OF KIMANI, KEANU UC, JC, SC, LCX,take BOB the first day
of the ASFA II 05/26/12!

D'Anta, KUSHINDA‘S SEE ME TWICE D‘ANTE‘S EDGE CC, JC, SC HP37049303 takes 1st
OPEN on Saturday at MDIHC‘s ASFA Trial 05/26/12!
CHAMPION KUSHINDA'S XENA PRINCESS WARRIOR LEGEND C&T, ( CHIC + CARDIAC
DM (N/N)) (Xena) whelped her KUSHINDA‘S LOOK BEHIND YOU TEXAS RANGER

KORDELL, UC ( CHIC + CARDIAC DM (N/N)) Kordell litter 06/05/12!

Visit us at: www.kushinda-ridgebacks.org
And

http://puppywatchkushinda.blogspot.com/
And

kushinda ridgeback @ Facebook
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Lion Hills Chimanimani by Nicole Barcikowski
To my darling boy Chimani. Nicknamed Chimani Choo Choo, the Chimonister, or the Chimanerator.
You are my beloved dog who I brought home from South Africa 7 years ago. You are a dream dog and I
will never forget the day I met you. The 18 hour flight home felt
like it would never end and I was so worried about you on the
airplane. You arrived with a spring in your step and have never
stop dancing ever since.
A little pup with a big heart,
sleeping curled up next to me in
bed from the day I brought you
home. As a pup you learned from
your big brother Jax to run in the
woods, play with other dogs in the park and really enjoy life. You are
protective when you need to be, a hunter by nature and a lover at heart.
Your outlook on life is with a glass half full. You never show guilt even after shredding 3 boxes of cereal
all over the floor or after enjoying half of my newly bought coffee table. No matter what trouble you
may get into you always meet me at the door as if I might not notice the mess awaiting me in the living
room. With a wiggle, a stuffed animal in your mouth and a look of pure innocence it is hard to be mad at
the mess. You attempted to be a show dog but never loved the ring and often stopped to look at the
butterflies while lure coursing. It is as if you stop to smell the roses and enjoy every day. You are
always the winner of the big paw contest on RR Fun Days, as I tell you every day, you are so handsome
and you are an eye catcher when walking down the street. People
often stop to say how much they love your color or what a big
gorgeous boy you are.
You love your big brother
Jax and even when separated
for a few minutes you jump
and lick him like he was
gone for hours once
reunited. True brothers!
Now that you have a little sister you have really become a true
walking teddy bear. You show so much love for her and you are so
gentle, Chimani I do not know how to thank you.
I love you unconditionally and
will share my pillow with you for as long as you will keep on snoring
beside me. Our time with you has been too short.
Chimani was diagnosed with Osteosarcoma on April 27th 2012. I am
happy to report that he is still with us although he has a terminal
prognosis and we know we are already on borrowed time.
Chimanimani I love you!
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Healthy Dogs
Top 10 Dog Poisons
Last year, there were more than 100,000 cases of pet poisoning in the U.S. Many of these were caused
by substances you probably have in your home, substances that may seem perfectly harmless to you.
But just because something is safe for people doesn’t mean it won’t hurt beloved pets. Some of the
most dangerous dog poisons are foods and medications we take on a daily basis.
Depending on how a particular substance affects your dog’s body and how much was ingested or
inhaled, pet poisoning symptoms can include gastrointestinal and neurological problems, cardiac and
respiratory distress, coma, and even death.

Dog poison No. 1: Medications for people. Drugs that might be beneficial or even life saving, for
people can have the opposite effect in pets. And it doesn’t always take a large dose to do major
damage.
Some of the most common and harmful medications that poison dogs include:
• Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medications, such as ibuprofen or naproxen, which can cause
stomach and intestinal ulcers or kidney failure.
• Antidepressants, which may cause vomiting and, in more serious instances, serotonin syndrome
- a dangerous condition that raises temperature, heart rate, and blood pressure, and may cause
seizures.
• Isoniazid, a tuberculosis drug, is difficult for dogs to process. Even one tablet can cause
problems in a small dog. Signs of poisoning include seizures and coma.

Dog poison No. 2: Flea and tick products. You may think you’re doing your dog a favor when you
apply products marketed to fight fleas and ticks, but thousands of animals are unintentionally poisoned
by these products every year. Problems can occur if dogs accidentally ingest these products or if small
dogs receive excessive amounts.

Dog poison No. 3: People food. Your canine companion may look so cute as he sits there begging
for a bite of your chocolate cake or a chip covered in guacamole, but not giving him what he wants could
save his life. Animals have different metabolisms than people. Some foods and beverages that are
perfectly safe for people can be dangerous, and sometimes fatal, for dogs.
• Chocolate. Though not harmful to people, chocolate products contain substances called
methylxanthines that can cause vomiting in small doses, and death if ingested in larger quantities.
Darker chocolate contains more of these dangerous substances than do white or milk chocolate. The
amount of chocolate that could result in death depends on the type of chocolate and the size of the dog.
For smaller breeds, just half an ounce of baking chocolate can be fatal, while a larger dog might survive
eating 4 to 8 ounces. Coffee and caffeine have similarly dangerous chemicals.
• Alcohol. Symptoms of alcohol poisoning in animals are similar to those in people, and may
include vomiting, breathing problems, coma and, in severe cases, death.
• Avocado. You might think of them as healthy, but avocadoes have a substance called persin that
can act as a dog poison, causing vomiting and diarrhea.
• Macadamia nuts. Dogs may suffer from a series of symptoms, including weakness, overheating,
and vomiting, after consumption of macadamia nuts.
• Grapes and raisins. Experts aren’t sure why, but these fruits can induce kidney failure in dogs.
Even a small number may cause problems in some dogs.
• Xylitol. This sweetener is found in many products, including sugar-free gum and candy. It causes
a rapid drop in blood sugar, resulting in weakness and seizures. Liver failure also has been reported in
some dogs.
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Dog poison No. 4: Rat and mouse poison. Rodenticides, if ingested by dogs, can cause severe
problems. The symptoms depend on the nature of the poison, and signs may not start for several days
after consumption. In some instances, the dog may have eaten the poisoned rodent, and not been
directly exposed to the toxin.

Dog poison No. 5: Pet medications. Just as we can be sickened or killed by medications intended to
help us, cases of pet poisoning by veterinary drugs are not uncommon. Some of the more commonly
reported problem medications include painkillers and de-wormers.

Dog poison No. 6: Household plants. They may be pretty, but plants aren’t necessarily pet friendly.
Some of the more toxic plants to dogs include:
• Azaleas and rhododendrons. These pretty flowering plants contain toxins that may cause
vomiting, diarrhea, coma, and potentially even death.
• Tulips and daffodils. The bulbs of these plants may cause serious stomach problems,
convulsions, and damage to the heart.
• Sago palms. Eating just a few seeds may be enough to cause vomiting, seizures, and liver
failure.

Dog poison No. 7: Chemical hazards. Not surprisingly, chemicals contained in antifreeze, paint
thinner, and chemicals for pools can act as dog poison. The pet poisoning symptoms they may produce
include stomach upset, depression, and chemical burns.

Dog poison No. 8: Household cleaners. Just as cleaners like bleach can poison people, they are also
a leading cause of pet poisoning, resulting in stomach and respiratory tract problems.

Dog poison No. 9: Heavy metals. Lead, which may be in paint, linoleum, and batteries, can be
poisonous if eaten by your dog, causing gastrointestinal and neurological problems. Zinc poisoning may
occur in dogs that swallow pennies, producing symptoms of weakness from severe anemia.

Dog poison No. 10: Fertilizer. Products for your lawn and garden may be poisonous to pets that
ingest them.

What to do for suspected dog poisoning
If you think your dog has been poisoned, try to stay calm. It is important to act quickly, but rationally.
First, gather up any of the potential poison that remains -- this may be helpful to your veterinarian and
any outside experts who assist with the case. If your dog has vomited, collect the sample in case your
veterinarian needs to see it.
Then, try to keep your pet calm and call your veterinarian or the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center
(APCC) at (888) 426-4435. Experts at the APCC are available to answer questions and provide
guidance 24 hours a day for a $60 consultation fee.

Poison Protection: Pet-Proofing Your House
The best way to reduce the chances that your beloved dog will be the victim of pet poisoning is by
preventing exposure to dangerous substances.
• Keep all medications, even those in child-proof bottles, in cabinets that are inaccessible to your
dog. If you inadvertently drop a pill on the floor, be sure to look for it immediately. Supervise anyone,
such as the elderly, who may need help taking medications.
• Always follow guidelines on flea or tick products.
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• Although you can give some “people foods” safely to your pets as a treat, others are toxic. If you
have any questions about what is safe, ask your veterinarian. Or, err on the safe side and give treats
made specifically for animals.
• Be sure any rodenticides you use are kept in metal cabinets or high on shelves where your pets
can't find them. Remember that dogs can be fatally poisoned by eating an exposed rodent, so always be
very cautious about using these products. Tell your neighbors if you put out rat bait, so they can protect
their pets from exposure, and ask them to do the same for you.
• When buying plants for your home, opt for those that won’t cause problems if your dog happens
to nibble on them. The ASPCA has an online list of toxic and nontoxic plants by species. If you choose
to have toxic plants, be sure they are kept in a place where your animals can't reach them.
• Store all chemicals and cleaners in pet-inaccessible areas of your home.
http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/guide/top-10-dog-poisons?ecd=wnl_dog_051612&print=true

Chiggers
Tunga penetrans is known as the chigger, jigger, chigoe, bicho do pé or sand flea. The
head is angular, it has no comb of spines, and the thoracic segments are narrow at the
top.The female feeds by burrowing into the skin of its host. The abdomen becomes
enormously enlarged between the second and third segments so that the flea forms a
round sac with the shape and size of a pea.
The impregnated female Tunga embeds itself in the skin under the toenails and
fingernails of man - where the resultant sores may fill with pus and become infected. Others victims can be dogs,
cats, rats, pigs, cattle and sheep.
Chiggers in Dogs
Veterinary Services Department, Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
Holly Nash, DVM, MS
Chiggers are common skin parasites that are present throughout the central part of the
United States. The scientific name for chiggers is Trombicula mites, and they are also
known as harvest mites. These mites can infect and bite people, dogs, and cats, and cause
severe itching. While they are difficult to prevent, they are relatively easy to treat.
Chiggers are usually found in the highest numbers during the spring and fall in grassy areas,
particularly in chalky soils. The chigger mite is a small reddish-orange mite about the size
of the head of a pin.
What is the life cycle of chiggers? It is the larval form of this mite that infests animals
and causes the irritation. Eggs are laid in soil and around vegetation. Larvae hatch from
the eggs and crawl onto a host animal (e.g.; dog, cat, human). They attach themselves, feed
on fluids in the tissue for several days, and then leave the host. They then molt into a
nymph stage, and then mature into adults. The life cycle is completed in 50-55 days. In
northern areas, there are 1-2 generations per year, in southern areas, the mites can
reproduce all year long.
What are the symptoms of chiggers? In dogs, chiggers can be found around the legs,
head, and abdomen. In cats, they often take up residence on the inside of the ears and can
be seen with the naked eye. They are said to look like paprika. Chiggers may not cause any
symptoms in some animals; others may scratch at the area where the chiggers are present. In people, the mite is
usually not seen, but the bite will produce a small welt, usually around the ankles, that itches intensely for several
days.
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How is an infestation with chiggers diagnosed? The mite can be scraped from the inner surface of the cat's ear or
off of the dog and can be identified under the microscope. However, because of the characteristic reddish color and
location, a diagnosis can often be made just by visual inspection.
How is an infestation with chiggers treated and prevented? The treatment is relatively simple and consists of
either two pyrethrin-based dips spaced two weeks apart, or the application of a topical antiparasite drug to a
localized area such as the ears. Topical or injectable steroids can be administered to the animal for several days to
help alleviate any itching.Avoiding areas where chiggers are found is probably a good idea because they appear to
live in the same locations year after year.
Can I get chiggers from my pet? It is very unlikely that you would get chiggers from your pet. If you and your
pet both have chiggers, you probably both walked through an area where there were numerous chiggers in the
environment.
Summary The mites can be identified on the dog, particularly in severe infestations. In cats, you may see the
scratching of the ears and the characteristic pinpoint-sized red mites on the inner surface of the ears. If you suspect
chiggers, contact your veterinarian and get the proper topical treatment.
References and Further Reading
Paterson, S. Skin Diseases of the Cat. Blackwell Science Ltd. Malden, MA; 2000.
Scott, D; Miller, W; Griffin, C. Muller and Kirk's Small Animal Dermatology. W.B. Saunders Co. Philadelphia,
PA; 2001:447-449.
2012 Foster & Smith, Inc., Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission from PetEducation.com (http://www.PetEducation.com)
On-line store at http://www.DrsFosterSmith.com, Free pet supply catalog: 1-800-323-4208

SUMMERTIME TEMPERATURES
Plea se lea ve your d og s a t
hom e this sum m er w hen
you a re out a nd a b out on
erra nd s, shop p ing or just
“ q uic k” trip s to the store .
Ma ke sure they ha ve lots
of w a ter to d rink a nd
sha d e to keep c ool if your
a ir c ond itioner is not
w orking or you d o not
ha ve one. Even thoug h
the Rhod esia n is
shortha ired a nd a b le to
w ithsta nd hig h
tem p era tures, they a re still
d og s a nd need to b e
p rotec ted from the hea t.
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O’ Great Lion Tamer By Kathy Anderson and Stephanie Matulich
O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
This is embarrassing to ask, but I really need to know
the solution to my problem. My mom and dad collect
my …uuuuhhmm "Poo". It is making me
uncomfortable and when I go, they make the biggest
fuss over me. It is embarrassing. Don't you think
this is going too far? Is my Poo sort of valuable? Poo
Boy.
Dear Poo Boy,
Don't be so self centered. They collect it to spread it
around the perimeter of the yard to keep burglars,
lions and stranger migrants away. You are of a
Rhodesian right.

O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
What‘s a Rhodesian named Digger Barns supposed to
do? All Day long wear my nails out to the quik
digging for buried treasure. And what kind of help
do I get? Nothing except my master yelling, ―Digger,
stop digging this instant‖. Helpless in Seattle Digger
Barns.
Dear Helpless in Seattle Digger Barns,
Humans are a minor species. If they could smell the
smells we do and dig the way we do, they would join
us. You have to remember their vision is weak and
the smell totally useless. Just remember the treasures
you seek will be found one day soon and your master
will eat his words. Carry on with the digging Digger
Barns.
O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
Why do my human mom and dad have to dress me up
in stupid human clothing pieces all the time? It
makes it hard to pee? Hating These Silly Outfits.
Dear Hating These Silly Outfits,
Do your humans have clothes fetishes?
They need professional help. As for peeing, just pee
right through those stupid pants and shirts. They will
eventually learn. Now go and drink water and pee
like a racehorse.

O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
Sometimes when we go for walks I sniff here, I sniff
there, I sniff everywhere. I can learn so much from
all this sniffing but sometimes my human will hurry
me along before I finished getting the last message.
How can I get them to stop and smell the roses?
Sniffing devil from Timbuktu
Dear Sniffing Devil from Timbuktu,
Oooooooh how I know - the nose knows what the
nose knows !!!! All I can I suggest is to plant your
behind on the ground and refuse to move until you
are finished with the messages being left behind. How
are you supposed to leave an answer if you can't read
the whole message? That is the million-dollar
question. Another option is to bark a few times, the
other doggies will get the message that you are not
finished and will be back another day. The humans
do not know what a great thing this is. They need to
learn to slow down and take life less seriously.
Happy sniffing in Timbuktu
O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
I come from an abusive household and am now in a
happy loving home. When on walks strange people
will walk up and just try and pet me for no reason!
They say I am cute and beautiful but don't have the
manners to ask first. What can we do? Scared in
Atlanta
Dear Scared in Atlanta,
Firstly, let me say how happy I am to hear that you
are now in a loving home and away from the bad
people who abused you. I can understand your fears.
One day you will get over them but in the meantime I
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am sure your owners are taking to you classes to
learn socialization and that not all people are bad.
One of the lessons they will be given is to put your
needs first and to let the strangers know it is not okay
to just come up and greet you. With time and patience
from your owners, you will come to trust more people
but baby steps. Maybe you won't trust everyone and
that is okay. Not everyone is bad and with love,
patience and some humour thrown in I am sure you
will get over your fears.

Dear Grossly Misjudged,
Take great pride in the room clearing
accomplishments. It is a feat to be proud of,
especially if the humans have guests over and more
so if they are silent toots. Silent but violent if you get
my drift. Now the humans do not share in the pride
of this, unless they are like 5 years old so they need a
scapegoat. Take pride in the fact that they think you
are capable of such room clearing techniques. Next
time just grin and bear it.

O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
My mum and I were watching animal planet. My
mum was crying. There were dogs like me! But not
like me. You see, I am loved and have food, water
and lots of hugs, walks, jogs, toys, comfy bed and I
let my mum share my house. These dogs on the
animal planet were so skinny, scared, and crying so
pitifully that I started to howl. Some were badly
injured and sore and I wish the people's would make
it that we could go inside the tv to help them. What
can I do? "Very sad and concerned".

O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
Yesterday I had a great dinner. Beef, eggs, cheese,
yogurt, milk and an apple. Then my mum and dad
came home I don't know why they were upset that I
went through the help yourself cupboard that has a
door just for me to open and keeps food nice and cool
so I don't get sick. I thought they were being
thoughtful but now am confused. They have put a
lock on the self help cupboard. Starving and Hungry

Dear Very Sad and Concerned,
I am sorry you had to see such things but you need to
see them to realize firstly how lucky you are and
secondly to know that others are not and need help.
Your mum will surely make a money donation to help
the lost and the helpless gain the help and loving
homes they need. She may already be working to help
the poor souls but you don’t see it as she does it
without recognition and is in it to help not for the
praise she can get. You can help by being a good
ridgie for your mum and give her lots of kisses. In
this world, there are evil and good people. The evil
people will get their just desserts and the good people
who help the helpless will find their way to a good
and carefree place at the end. Bless you for being so
empathetic.
O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
Sometimes I do what the humans call tooting. I don't
know what this is exactly all I know is it is something
that comes out the back end and pheweee sometimes
the aroma can clear the room. Now, I will look
behind me to see where it came from but when the
humans toot they say, I did it but I know I didn't
because duh I know my own body. Grossly
Misjudged

Dear Starving and Hungry,
Just like you like to have your own things the humans
like to have their own. They view the self-help
cupboard as theirs. Hide your things so that they
cannot get them for themselves. It is pure joy to
watch them go around talking to themselves saying "I
wonder where your kong is, or I wonder where your
tug rope went. Guess I will have to go buy some more
for you" And you can snicker in the background.
Looking at them with big soulful eyes when you are
hungry will give them the idea you need food. If that
fails toss the food bowl at them.
O‘ Great Lion Tamer,
I am hoping you can help the people I own. I like to
make things mine. Sometimes I leave a present for
them to see that it is my house. They get upset and
one would think the house is theirs the way they
carry on. What can I do? The Piddler.
Dear Piddler,
These humans you own are not with it so you need to
cut them some slack. They don't know the joys of
marking to let them know where you have been and
the stories you tell. Keep the marking to outside and
let them think they have the inside. Play head games
with them Piddler. They will think they won but you
will know the truth.
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Sore Throat and Tonsillitis in Dogs http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/dog-sore-throat-and-tonsillitis
These two conditions have a common cause and thus
often occur together. In fact, sore throats usually do not
occur in dogs as isolated infections, the way they do in
people.
Most sore throats are associated with infections in the
mouth, sinuses, or respiratory tract. They can also occur
with systemic diseases such as parvovirus, distemper,
herpesvirus, and pseudorabies. Dogs with an anal gland
infection may also have a sore throat from spreading the
infection while licking at their glands.
http://www.webvet.com/main/2008/08/13/tonsillitis-dogs

Dogs have two tonsils located in the back of the throat,
where they act much like lymph nodes to combat throat infections. When the tonsils become inflamed, the
condition is called tonsillitis. It is most common in small breeds of dogs.
Tonsillitis can be caused by any infection or irritation of the mouth that allows bacteria to multiply and enter the
throat. The most common cause is probably build up of bacterial tartar on the teeth and associated inflammation
of the gums. Most cases of tonsillitis are caused by overgrowth of bacteria that are normally found in the mouth,
which means that it is not usually contagious to other pets or people.
Dogs with tonsillitis tend to gag, as if something is in the throat, or to make exaggerated swallowing motions.
Some dogs lick their lips repeatedly. Most dogs with tonsillitis are reluctant to eat because swallowing is painful.
They may be hungry and go to their food bowl but then eat nothing or very little. Activity level may be decreased,
although tonsillitis does not usually cause a fever.
Tonsillitis is diagnosed by signs of
infection and examination of the inflamed
and enlarged tonsils in the back of the
throat. The tonsils are hidden in pouches,
so they are difficult to see in healthy
dogs. In tonsillitis, the red and inflamed
tonsils often ―pop out‖ and can be seen
by your veterinarian during an
examination of the mouth.

This photo shows enlarged tonsils in a dog with cancer.

Treatment involves antibiotics to combat
the infection, followed by therapy to
remove the source of infection. For
example, a dental cleaning may be
needed to remove built-up tartar and
calculus. Tonsillectomy is recommended
only when the infection does not respond
well to treatment, or if the condition
recurs frequently.

Enlarged tonsils must be distinguished from lymphoma and squamous cell carcinoma-the most common cancers of
the tonsil. This is done by biopsy. Tonsillectomy for chronically inflamed tonsils is seldom necessary.
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Melanomas, Squamous Cell Carcinomas, and Mast Cell Tumors in Dogs
Mastocytomas (Mast Cell Tumors)
(http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/dog-melanomas-squamous-cellcarcinomas-mast-cell_tumors)

Mast cell tumors are common, accounting for 10 to
20 percent of skin tumors in dogs. About half of
them are malignant. Brachycephalic breeds, such as
Boxers, Boston Terriers, and Bulldogs, have a higher
incidence. However, mast cell tumors can occur in
all dogs. In Bernese Mountain Dogs, mast cell
tumors are especially common and are inherited as a
polygenic trait.
The mean age for dogs to develop mast cell tumors
is 9 years. Both sexes are equally affected. Multiple
tumors are present in 10 percent of cases. Look for
these tumors on the skin of the trunk and perineum,
lower abdomen, foreskin of the penis, and hind legs.
Mast cell tumors vary greatly in appearance. The typical tumor is a
multinodular growth that appears reddish, hairless, and ulcerated. It is
impossible to tell by appearance whether the tumor is benign or
malignant. Some growths may be present for months or years, then
suddenly enlarge and metastasize to the regional lymph nodes, liver, or
spleen. Others grow rapidly right from the start. Still others may be
completely under the skin and look like a lipoma. For that reason, all
new lumps should be checked by your veterinarian.
Mast cell tumors release histamine and other substances that cause
stomach and duodenal ulcers. In fact, up to 80 percent of dogs with
mast cell tumors may be suffering from ulcers. Dogs with intestinal
symptoms should be evaluated for ulcer disease and treated accordingly
(see Stomach and Duodenal Ulcers).
Treatment: The World Health Organization has established a system for
staging mast cell tumors based on the
size of the tumors, the number present,
the degree of local involvement, and
the presence or absence of metastases.
Early-stage (favorable) tumors are
treated by complete local excision with a margin of normal tissue. Larger tumors
that cannot be removed with adequate tissue margins are treated with surgery plus
prednisone and/or radiation therapy. Chemotherapy and/or immunotherapy have
been of benefit in treating late-stage disease.

Squamous Cell Carcinomas
These tumors are induced by exposure to the ultraviolet radiation in sunlight, and
occur on lightly pigmented areas of the body, including the underside of the belly,
trunk, scrotum, nail beds, nose, and lips.
One variety of squamous carcinoma appears as a hard, flat, grayish-looking ulcer
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that does not heal. Another appears as a firm red patch, and still another as a cauliflower like growth. There may
be hair loss around the tumor because of constant licking.
Squamous carcinomas invade locally and metastasize at a late stage to the regional lymph nodes and lungs.
Treatment: Complete surgical removal is the treatment of choice. When this cannot be accomplished due to
widespread involvement, radiation therapy can be used. Light-skinned dogs should avoid being in the sun at peak
hours of UV exposure-generally 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Melanomas
Melanomas arise from melanin-producing cells in the
skin. They are more common in Scottish Terriers,
Boston Terriers, and Cocker Spaniels. These brown or
black nodules are found on darkly pigmented areas of
skin, particularly on the eyelids. Rarely, you will find an
unpigmented melanoma. They also occur on the lips, in
the mouth, on the trunk and limbs, and in the nail beds.
Melanomas on the skin are usually benign; those in the
mouth are highly malignant. About 50 percent of nail
bed melanomas are malignant and metastasize.
Metastases occur in the regional lymph nodes, lungs, and
liver.
Treatment: The melanoma must be removed surgically,
along with a margin of normal tissue. Recurrence is
common and difficult to treat. The outlook is extremely poor
for melanomas in the mouth.

Perianal Tumors
Perianal growths are usually benign cancers that appear
around the rectum, especially in unneutered male dogs.
Rarely, these will be malignant perianal adenocarcinomas.
Siberian Huskies are predisposed to this type.
Anal sac gland tumors are a separate entity. These tumors

are often aggressive and malignant. They arise from the
anal glands on either side of the rectum and often
metastasize quickly. These cancers are also associated
with an increase in calcium in the blood.
Treatment: Neutering and/or surgical removal may be
curative for perianal growths. Multimodal therapy is
the best way to fight anal sac gland cancer: surgery,
radiation, and chemotherapy.
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Fatty Tumors - Lipomas
Article Written by Dr. Daniel A. Degner, Board-certified Veterinary Surgeon (DACVS)
http://www.vetsurgerycentral.com/oncology_lipoma.html

Key Points
Fatty tumors commonly are only a cosmetic issue
Fatty tumors involving the thigh, armpit (axilla), in the throat and other vital areas can be functionally
problematic and mandate surgical removal
Infiltrative lipomas do not spread, yet recurrence is a problem
Liposarcomas are locally invasive and have a relatively low spread rate
Introduction
Lipomas are benign tumors that are composed of fat. They can be located in many different locations on the body.
Commonly, these tumors are soft and located between the skin and muscle layers. These tumors are freely
moveable. Sometimes they are located between the muscles and seem to have a more firm consistency and are not
moveable. Lipomas can be located anywhere within the body. These tumors are slow growing, but frequently will
grow to a very large size with time. Most of these tumors are cosmetically displeasing to the pet owner, yet some
will impede bodily function. Lipomas growing between the muscles of the limb will eventually impede the
function of the limb and cause lameness. If located in the throat area or beneath the tongue, breathing or
swallowing difficulties may be noted. Lipomas are frequently multiple on the body and do not spread to other parts
of the body. Lipomas are classified as simple (noninfiltrative) or infiltrative. Simple lipomas are easily dissected
out of the body. Infiltrative, as the name implies, is a type of fatty tumor that has grows into adjacent muscles and
tissues. These tumors have a moderate tendency to recur, but these tumors do not metastasize. Liposarcomas are
malignant fatty tumors that may metastasize to other parts of the body.

Signs
Lipomas are seen in mid to older dogs. Cats rarely develop lipomas. Lipomas are tumors that frequently
are not attached to underlying tissues (freely moveable), however, may seem so if they are located
between muscle layers. Other more serious tumors may mimic the appearance and feel of a benign
lipoma. One example is a mast cell tumor located in the fatty tissue (subcutaneous tissues) beneath the
skin. For this reason, even tumors suspected to be a lipoma should always be biopsied. If the tumor is
growing rapidly, and it previously was diagnosed as a lipoma based on fine needle biopsy, another
biopsy should be done. We have also seen some combination tumors such as lipoma combined with mast
cell tumor and lipoma combined with a sarcoma - in such cases a diagnosis of only a lipoma was made
prior to surgery, yet the patient had another concurrent tumor in the same mass. For this reason it is
advisable to submit all removed lipomas for histopathology (biopsy analysis).
Below are examples of lipomas in canine patients:
Lipoma under the tongue
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Lipoma between the thigh muscles;

Simple lipoma removed from thigh above
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Lipoma on front of chest

following removal of lipoma from thigh very
thickened thigh

Infiltrative lipoma –Note: fat within muscle fibers
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Diagnosis
The diagnosis of a lipoma is made by a fine needle biopsy. This involves inserting a needle into the mass,
aspirating a small sample from the mass, spaying the sample on a glass slide, staining the sample with cytology
stains, and examining the sample under a microscope. Fat cells or fatty droplets are seen under the microscope.
Ultrasound, CT scan or x-ray may be needed to determine the extent of the tumor when it is located in regions that
are difficult to operate. Diagnosis of an infiltrative lipoma is largely is based on finding fatty infiltration of muscles
and fascia at the time of surgery and the biopsy will also confirm the gross surgical findings. Liposarcomas may
require collecting a larger biopsy sample (core biopsy or wedge biopsy) to achieve a preoperative diagnosis. In
preparation for surgery, preoperative blood work including a complete blood count, chemistry profile, and urine
testing are recommended to ensure that your pet is healthy and can safely undergo anesthesia and surgery.
Preparation for surgery
The pet should be fasted prior to surgery, as instructed by the surgical team. Water is usually permitted up to the
time of admission to the hospital. An antacid such as Pepcid AC may be prescribed and should be administered by
6 AM on the day of surgery; this treatment will help reduce the risk of esophagitis (heartburn) in the postop period.
The surgical team should be informed of any medications that your pet is currently receiving. The pet should not
receive any aspirin within 1 week of surgery, as this medication will thin the blood and increase the risk of
bleeding. Just prior to surgery, your pet will receive a sedative, have an intravenous catheter placed for the
administration of intravenous fluids and intravenous medications, be induced under general anesthesia with
medication(s), and have a breathing tube (endotracheal tube) placed to allow delivery of oxygen and gaseous
anesthesia. The surgical site will be clipped and cleansed with an anti-septic solution in preparation for surgery.
While under general anesthesia, the pet's breathing will be assisted with a ventilator and vital parameters such as
heart rate, respiratory rate, core body temperature, blood pressure, oxygenation of the blood (pulse oximetry),
exhaled carbon dioxide (capnography), and heart rhythm (EKG) will be monitored to ensure the pet's well being.
Pain will be controlled both during and after surgery with analgesics (pain-controlling medication). Please note
that each surgical and anesthesia team may elect to chose a different, but effective analgesia protocol.
Surgery
An incision is made over the lipoma that is to be removed. Simple lipomas can be removed with relatively small
incisions. If there is a very large void (dead space) where the tumor was previously removed, a drain may be
inserted to help prevent formation of a fluid pocket in the surgical site. This is done on a case by case basis.
Infiltrative lipomas require a much more aggressive surgery with removal of any muscle or fascial tissues that are
invaded with the tumor.
Liposarcomas require an aggressive resection with removal of the mass en bloc and a good margin of normal
tissue.
Aftercare
Following surgery, the patient will receive pain-relieving medication to ensure a comfortable recovery. A
combination of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory, local anesthetics and narcotics are used to control pain.
Intravenous fluid therapy is administered to ensure that your companion will remain well hydrated during and after
surgery. Most patients can go home on the day of surgery. If an invasive and more painful surgery was performed,
the pet may need to be hospitalized overnight to control pain. At home, the incision should be checked for signs of
infection. Your pet should not lick the incision, as this could open the incision or cause infection. If necessary, an
Elizabethan collar can be placed on your companion to prevent licking and chewing at the surgical site. Exercise
should be restricted for about 3 to 4 weeks after surgery.
Results
Recurrence of simple lipomas after surgery is uncommon. Thomson reported 11 cases of thigh lipomas, in which
10 of them had surgery. All of these cases had simple lipomas and no tumor recurrence was seen over a median
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follow-up period of 17 months. In my experience, about 5 to 10% of the lipomas within the thigh are infiltrative.
Although many of these thigh lipomas are intimately associated with the sciatic nerve (can be wrapped around the
nerve), I have never seen dysfunction of the limb due to sciatic nerve damage following lipoma removal.
Infiltrative lipomas recur in about 30 to 50% of the cases and it may take up to one year until the tumor needs to
be debulked again. Bergman reported a recurrence rate of 36% with a median time to recurrence of 239 days; the
median disease free interval 1 year post surgery was 67%. McEntee reported irradiation of infiltrative lipomas in
13 dogs. Ten of the 13 dogs had surgery to remove the tumor prior to radiation therapy. One of 13 cases had tumor
recurrence. It is difficult to determine the benefit of radiation therapy, but there may be some benefit.
In a report of 56 patients, liposarcomas were found to be locally invasive, but uncommonly metastasized (4/56
patients). Median survival times were 1188, 649 and 183 days, respectively, for patients hat had wide excision,
marginal excision and only an incisional biopsy. Factors that did not influence patient survival included tumor
size, clean vs. dirty surgical margins, tumor location, and the histological subtype.
References
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Stomach Ulcers in Dogs (http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/dog-stomach-ulcers)
Stomach and duodenal ulcers are being diagnosed more
frequently in dogs due to the wider use of gastroscopy.
Seen through the endoscope, superficial ulcers are patches
of inflamed and eroded mucosa covered by white or
yellow pus. Deep ulcers are punched-out areas involving
all layers of the stomach wall. Ulcers can be single or
multiple, and can range in size from less than 1 inch (2.5
cm) to several inches in diameter. Ulcers occur more
often in the stomach than in the duodenum.
Bacteria are often the cause of ulcers in humans, but
ulcers in dogs are not generally believed to be caused by
stomach bacteria-although Helicobacter species have been
found in dogs. The usual cause in dogs is corticosteroids
or nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), such
as aspirin and ibuprofen. Dogs are even more susceptible
than people to the ulcer-producing effects of these drugs.

Tumors and Cancers in Dogs
A tumor is any sort of lump, bump, growth, or swelling. Tumors that are true cancers are called neoplasms.
Tumors can be divided into two broad categories: benign and malignant. Benign tumors grow slowly, don‘t invade
or destroy neighboring tissue, and don‘t spread to other parts of the body. These cancers aren‘t usually life-
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threatening. They are cured by surgical removal, provided that the entire tumor can be removed. Malignant tumors
are potentially life-threatening cancers, and are also.
Other conditions that predispose a dog to ulcers include all forms of liver disease, kidney failure, extreme stress
(from severe illness or major surgery), chronic gastritis (particularly the eosinophilic type), and shock.
Mast cell tumors of the skin can cause ulcers. This is because these tumors produce and release histamine, which is
a powerful stimulant to acid secretion. In fact, ulcers occur in up to 80 percent of dogs with mast cell tumors.
The principal sign of an ulcer is sporadic or chronic vomiting. Dogs may also lose weight and be anemic. In dogs
with nonspecific signs, such as chronic vomiting, the diagnosis is made by gastroscopy.
Occasionally the vomitus contains old blood (which looks like coffee grounds) or fresh blood and blood clots,
although the bleeding in many ulcers is microscopic. With rapid bleeding the dog goes into shock and passes
black, tarry stools. Stomach and duodenal ulcers can rupture into the abdomen, causing peritonitis.

Treatment: Perforated ulcers require emergency surgery. Dogs with gastrointestinal bleeding should be
hospitalized for observation and further tests. Severe anemia is treated with blood transfusions. It is important to
identify and eliminate predisposing causes. Discontinue all ulcer-producing medications.
Ulcer drugs used in people are effective in dogs. They include the histamine blockers Tagamet (cimetidine),
Pepcid (famotidine), and Zantac (ranitidine); the mucosal protectants Carafate (sucralfate) and Cytotec
(misoprostol); Prilosec (omeprazole); and antacids such as Mylanta, Maalox, and Amphogel. These drugs are best
taken in combination (an antacid along with a histamine blocker), several times a day. A veterinarian should
determine the most effective drug combination and schedule. Treatment is continued for at least three to four
weeks. A follow-up gastroscopy is advisable to ensure that healing is complete.

Rainbow Bridge
Just this side of Heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge.
When an animal dies that has been especially close to someone here, that pet goes to
Rainbow Bridge. There are meadows and hills for all our special friends so they can
run and play together.
There is plenty of food, water and sunshine and our friends are warm and
comfortable. All the animals had been ill or old are restored to health and vigour;
those who were hurt or maimed are made whole and strong again, just as we
remember them in our dreams of days gone by.
The animals are happy and content, except for one small thing; they each miss
someone very special to them who had to be left behind.
They all run and play together, but the day comes when one suddenly stops and
looks into the distance. His bright eyes are intent; his eager body quivers.
Suddenly he begins to run from the group, flying over the green grass, his legs
carrying him faster and faster.
You have been spotted, and when you and your special friend finally meet, you cling
to each other in joyous reunion, never to be parted again. The happy kisses rain
upon your face; your hands again caress the beloved head and you look once more
into the trusting eyes of your pet, so long gone from your life but never absent from
your heart.
Then you cross Rainbow Bridge together…
Author unknown
To all the Rhodesian Ridgebacks we have lost.
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I found this article folded up in an old magazine and wondered you talked to your dog about park behavior.

Dog Park Etiquette

by Heidi Ott

Planning to visit a dog park but have never been off-leash before? There's more to it than turning a deaf ear
to your human and running your tail off. Yes, Rover, there are rules of etiquette you need to know before leaping
into the furry fray with all four paws.

First off: Sniffing. As you enter the park every dog within smell range will approach (some at top speed)
to "greet you," i.e., to sniff and be sniffed. If your sniffing style has gotten you into trouble, or you just want to brush
up on your manners.
This, naturally, brings me to the topic of sex . The freedom of being leash-less in the presence of so many
new and interesting dogs can be intoxicating, especially for the recently initiated. Combine this with some
enthusiastic and amorous sniffing and seductive bow plays, and you can easily find yourself engaged in Congo
dance activities. While this is not a problem for us dogs, it is often considered to be a source of embarrassment
for our humans. After witnessing many a dog's amorous gestures being met with, shall we say, a heavy hand, I
strongly recommend that, should you decide to engage a little playmate, you keep a sharp eye out for your human
owner running up to you and yanking you and keep your ears open to them exceedingly loud screams.
While we're on the subject of humans, let me just remind you: that they, as a rule, do not enjoy being
jumped upon, especially when wearing "good clothes." That said, I must confess that I can rarely resist the
opportunity. I prepare for the event by taking a quick dip in the mud puddle, (if one is not available, a run through
dew-soaked grass will do) followed by a roll in the dust. Then, drooling like an idiot, and wearing that look of,
"Oh, boy, oh boy! I'm just SO happy to see you" I bound straight for the most immaculately dressed human
available, veering off at the last second as they cringe into a protective fetal position. The look on their face is
priceless. Don't get carried away with the game though, or you may find yourself being carried out of the park.
The biggest ―NO-NO!‖ at the dog park is PICKING A FIGHT. Fortunately, fighting is rare among the
well mannered dogs who frequent these parks; however, a little ruff play can occasionally turn nasty. Leave your
alpha-ego at the gate, keep those fangs in check and you shouldn‘t stir up any trouble.
A lot of humans have a water fetish, both for themselves and us dogs. A well equipped dog park will have plenty of
fresh water available – a good thing became dog park play is thirsty business. Do take advantage of the water
bowels, but do not hog them or use them to wash off your tennis balls, and please, please do not pee in them once
you have drunk your fill; You would not believe how many rude dogs I have seen doing such a thing in the
communal bowel.
Human‘s love to recycle their dogs‘ old toys and a well-equipped dog park will
have so many toys lying about. At the better parks, the toys will be dirty, worn,
well chewed and liberally slobbered on, enhancing their desirability. Depending on
the park, you can expect to find Frisbees, tennis balls, tug-of-war ropes, soccer
balls, and more. Enjoy these, play all you want, just don‘t hog any toy for too long
– unless no one else finds it interesting.
A final work: MARKING – is a healthy, instinct and it should be practiced
daily. BUT – No matter how frantically you work the dog park, it will never become your personal territory. Once
you accept this basic fact you‘ll have much more time to devote to romping, digging, panting and playing with your
own kind.
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Inkozosana, Nduna and I have visited various dog parks in Maryland and learnt valuable lessons.
With Permission from Robert A. Marino, President - NYCdog.org
Open and Close One Safety Gate at a Time when entering the
Anger Management by Nduna park. Dogs love to meet and greet newcomers. Please pay special
attention when entering and exiting so no dog has a chance to run
Malaika
out.
Mum talks to Inkie and me all the time.
Unleash your dog within the safety gates before releasing your
When we good she praises us, when we
dog into the dog park. A leashed dog can excite problem dogs into
bad she lets us know. I am 3 years old
aggression. Dogs can also be more aggressive when leashed due to
now and although a very good boy, I still
the loss of control over their environment. They may feel frustrated,
have lots to learn.
anxious and or threatened and since they can‘t do what they
instinctually do (flee or fight) to protect themselves and/or their
When mum is not at work, she is with us.
owners they do what they can, they bark and lunge. It is safer to
One thing she taught us is that a dog that
leash your dog up within the safety gates and not in the dog park
fights and is always angry is not
itself.
welcome in our house or our friends‘
Stay conscious of the environment. Using headphones in the dog
houses or the dog park. People don‘t like
park is not a good idea.
them. I am very loving.
Keep an eye on your dog. Always keep your dog in view and
under control. Be especially aware of your dog when children are
One time someone brought a dog to the
near.
dog park that didn‘t like my friends or
No aggressive dogs. At the first sign of aggression, please remove
me because we are boy‘s. The dog
your dog from the dog park. When a dog park is open to all (nongrowled, snapped and lunged at me and
membership) we and our dogs could be vulnerable to dogs that
made me angry. My hair stood up on my
don‘t know their physical boundaries. The dog that knows good
back and my voice got deep and I felt
physical boundaries can play without shoving the other dog. There
BIG. I wanted to fight him. However, I
is a difference between rough play and fighting. Dogs at play often
heard my mum‘s voice say, ―Barbi mouth, jump on and/or nip each other. It can look like fighting, but
walk away‖ and I did, I walked away.
no blood is drawn and the biting is inhibited as it doesn't break the
The dog still lunged at me, but my mum
skin. A dog in play will play without accentuated or obsessive
grabbed the dog and pushed it to the
physical contact. If your dog begins to get aroused divert his/her
ground and yelled, ―NO, BAD DOG,
attention before it escalates and if necessary leave the dog park.
BAD DOG, BAD DOG‖. The Know the signs of aggression. Although difficult to define on
people in the dog park talked to the
certain breeds, the conflicted or overly confident dogs‘ ears are
owner and explained the rules of the park
usually up and/or forward. They face and stare directly at the other
and then the owner and the dog left. Ink
dog or human with whom they are interacting. Eye contact is
and I looked at each other and watched
sustained hard and direct. Their brow is furrowed. The tail carriage
mum protect us. We felt safe. Mum is
is likely to be high up and arched over the rump. The (hackles) fur
crazy about us.
along their back stands up like a ridge and the chest and stance is
forward. Dogs with shorter tails might be straight and wagging
stiffly.
If a fight breaks out, all involved dog owners should immediately help break it up.
First and foremost – Please try and remain calm and never put a body part between the fighting dogs.
Here are some suggestions: Ask the steward at your dog park to provide a container that could permanently hold
some blankets, water bottles, horns, whistles etc. so you will always have an aversive handy.
At the first sign of a fight, take one of the items from the container and get as close to the fighting dogs as
possible without endangering yourself and either:
bang 2 large garbage can covers together like cymbals
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spray water bottle
grab a blanket, shirt and/or jacket and throw it over the dogs and when they separate take your dog and leave
the dog park.
use the water hose in the summer
For the experienced guardian only- take your dog by its hindquarters – just below the rump – and raise them
up like you are holding a wheelbarrow and start backing up slowly as you pull the dog with you. Be very
careful as you pull because if one dog has another by a body part and decides to hold on you risk tearing the
skin.
Once the dogs have separated themselves take yours away.
If you suspect damage has been done to you or your dog exchange vital information with all involved parties
as you leave to get vet care.
If your dog consistently harasses other dogs or people by intimidating,
Poop-Eating
mounting, or annoying another dog, correct that behavior immediately. If
Dinner time is our home is very
it continues, please take your dog out of the dog park at least for a short
special. Mom makes special
time out.
meals from scratch. She prepares
Closely supervise intact males. If your intact male is involved in any
the vegetables and gets fresh
altercation, regardless of which dog started it, please leave. (Intact males
meats from the store. (We go
commonly provoke aggression.)
with her but stay and protect our
No dogs in heat in the dog park. Since most females go into heat only 2x
car). She likes to marinate the
a year and are considered to be ―in heat‖ for 21 days (7 days going in, 7
meat in different sauces and
days in heat and 7 days going out, it is advisable not to bring them to a dog
bakes it in the over, or puts it in
run during this time. Male dogs can sense females in heat through
the slow cooker or on the grill but
pheromones. These are airborne chemical attractants that are liberated
food on the grill always burns or
from the female when she is cycling. They travel through the air for great
catches on to fire so it is not that
distances.
often. However, it smells so
Teach your dog to be quiet. Some barking is fine, expected and normal.
good our mouths water in
However incessant barking can be annoying to those around you. Try and
anticipation. If mum were stolen,
find creative ways to discourage barking by changing your dogs focus
we would have to eat junk.
towards something more fun, like a game of chase and interaction with
you.
There is a dog at the park we go
DO’S AND DON’TS
to some times. Her name is
No
prong,
spiked
collars
or choke chains in the dog park. The ring ends
Kacey. Kacey eats dog poop. It
can
get
caught
on
other
objects
as well as other dogs‘ collars. Leave on
is nasty. Her owner is always
your dog's regular collar with ID and license while in the park.
chasing after her and yelling for
Do not bring rawhides and toys to the dog park. Many dogs are so
her to stop. We don‘t play with
crazy for rawhides and toys that they will fight over them. (This does not
her because she stinks. She has
apply to special events.)
gotten in too many fights with
The small blue balls for playing handball are dangerous for medium
dogs for their poop. Mum cleans
and large dogs as they can easily get lodged in their throat. If you bring a
up after us all the time and boy
handball or any small ball to the dog park and a larger dog is interested in
we can poop! Mum calls them
playing, please refrain from using them and be sure to take them with you
weapons.
when you leave.
Don't bring dogs that are ill into the dog park.
Shared water bowls can cause dogs to get sick if one of the dogs drinking from the bowl is sick. Refresh the
water bowl as often as possible or bring your own water bowl.
Put dog hair in a trash can if you groom your dog in the dog park.
No glass containers in the dog park.
Pick up after your dog. Alert others if they miss a pick up.
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ATTENTION HUMAN PARENTS
Bring your children into the dog park at their/your own risk.
However we recommend that children under 8 years of age not be permitted in the dog park but if you choose to
please, for their safety, keep children under your supervision and
Drop, Grag – Live Game
within arms reach at all times.
Weekends bring out the best of
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE BROUGHT INTO THE DOG
people. One Saturday morning a few
PARK IN STROLLERS!
of the regulars at our dog park met to
KEEP BABIES AND TODDLERS OUT OF THE REACH OF
play when it was still cool. The dogs
DOGS! Dangling feet are stimulating to dogs. They may jump up as if
were having a fun time when a family
playing with a toy.
came with their dog and all their
PLEASE EDUCATE CHILDREN ON SMART BEHAVIOR
children. The park rules are in large
AROUND DOGS:
letters in the front of the park, and all
1. Do not run or scream in the dog park. (Running and screaming are
around the park. There is no
invitations for dogs to chase.)
mistaking them or not seeing them.
2. Do not touch or take a dog's ball without speaking to the owner
first.
Their kids were 1-5 years old and
3. Ask an adult before petting an unfamiliar dog. All dogs are
were running around, chasing the
potential biters no matter what size. Just because a dog is small it does
dogs and screaming. The larger dogs
not mean he is safe and can‘t do damage. Wait for the dog to approach
saw these kids and as a pack, a few
you instead of offering your hand.
drop/tripped a kid, and then took it in
turns dragging the kid around the
4. Do not touch dogs while they are resting or sleeping, especially if
park. This was just after we
they are under a bench.
approached the family and explained
5. Do not hug or kiss dogs that are not your own, however friendly
the rules of a dog park and what
they may seem.
happens when kids run in the park.
6. Avoid rough play with dogs or other children while in the Dog
No one was hurt, but the rules were
Park.
obeyed from then on.
7. If a dog growls at you, avoid eye contact by looking immediately
away. Do not run away. Instead, back slowly away, continuing to avoid
eye contact. If you have something in your pocket like a ball toss it to distract the dog as you continue to back
away.

50 Things Your Veterinarian Won't Tell You
"We're a vet hospital, not a dog hotel."
1. ―People always ask, ‗How do you handle pit bulls and rottweilers and big German shepherds?‘ The truth is, the
dogs that scare me most are the little Chihuahuas. They‘re much more likely to bite.‖—Mark Howes, DVM, owner
and medical director of Berglund Animal Hospital in Evanston, Illinois
2. "We know when you‘re twisting the facts. If your dog has a five-pound tumor hanging from his skin, please
don‘t tell me it wasn‘t there yesterday.‖—Phil Zeltzman, DVM, a traveling veterinary surgeon in Allentown,
Pennsylvania, and the author of Walk a Hound, Lose a Pound.
3. ―Most hospitals keep comprehensive records of behavior—of both your pet and you! If you are aggressive to the
staff, you will be treated differently.‖—Oscar Chavez, DVM, program director for the vet tech program at
California Polytechnic State University in Pomona, California.
4. ―Looking for a way to say thank you to your vet? Last year, one pet owner gave us a check for $100, saying we
could use it at our discretion for an animal in need. That was a wonderful gift.‖—Patty Khuly, VMD, a vet in
Miami, Florida.
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5. ―We‘re a vet hospital, not a dog hotel. People will get upset because their dog got a sheet instead of two fluffy
blankets or because their dog didn‘t get hand-fed. We‘re just trying to get your dog better so he can come home
and you can spoil him.‖—Jessica Stout-Harris, a vet tech who runs confessionsfromtheanimalshelter.com.

“The reason your pet is fat is because you are too."
6. ―The reason your pet is fat is because you are too. I would never say that to someone in an exam room, but the
fact of the matter is, if you have an owner who overeats and is inactive, they are very likely to have an obese
pet.‖—Oscar Chavez, DVM.
7. ―Here‘s a pet peeve: owners who don‘t want to pay for diagnostic tests but then cop an attitude because you
don‘t know what‘s wrong with the animal. Since you wouldn‘t let me do the blood work or X-rays, how the heck
do you expect me to know?‖—A vet in South Carolina.
8. ―If you‘re visiting your pet in the hospital, and we say something along the lines of ‗OK, it‘s time to let Fluffy
sleep now,‘ often what we really mean is that you‘re in our way, and we‘re trying to treat other patients.‖—Jessica
Stout-Harris.
9. ―I understand the value of dog parks, but I personally wouldn‘t take my dog there. We see a lot of dogs who
were injured at dog parks.‖—Rachel Simpson, a vet tech at Adobe Animal Hospital in Los Altos, California.
10. ―Every time I save a life, every time I fix a patient, that makes everything worth it. And I love it when a client
says, ‗I wish my physician would treat me as nice as you treat my pets.‘‖—Phil Zeltzman, DVM.

"They still don’t use painkillers."
11. ―A lot of veterinarians have told me matter-of-factly that they still don‘t use painkillers for procedures that we
know are painful. They think that dogs and cats don‘t need it or that feeling pain after surgery is good because it
keeps them from moving around too much. But research has shown that pets who are in less pain heal faster, sleep
better, and don‘t move around as much.‖—Dennis Leon, DVM, director at Levittown Animal Hospital in Long
Island, New York.
12. ―At a veterinary meeting I attended, it came to light that more than half the vets there had not licensed their
dogs, which is required by local law.‖—Patty Khuly, VMD.
13. ―You should never give pets chocolate, because it‘s toxic to most of them. But my cat is obsessed with it and is
all over me when I‘m eating it, so sometimes I give her a sliver. Just an itsy-bitsy, tiny one.‖—A vet in California.
14. ―Every time we help a pet, we help a person. The classic example is the 80-year-old grandma who has nothing
in life but her cat. She‘s a widow with very limited social contact, and the cat is what connects her to life. So when
we help her cat, she‘s really the one we‘re helping.‖—Phil Zeltzman, DVM.
15. ―When people surrender their pets because they can‘t afford their problems, I often end up with them. I‘ve got
a three-legged cat, a one-eyed cat, three dogs that required major surgeries, one goat, and 11 chickens.‖—Patty
Khuly, VMD.

"Your vet may not have gotten into vet school."
16. ―Sometimes we do things for free, just because we want to help the pet.‖—Sandy Willis, DVM, DACVIM, an
internal medicine consultant in Seattle, Washington.
17. ―New staff or training students sometimes practice injections or catheter placements on your pet. If you‘d
rather not allow your pet to be used this way, make sure you say something beforehand.‖—Oscar Chavez, DVM.
18. ―I‘ll let you in on the secret of no-kill shelters: We had a contract with our local Humane Society that stated
we‘d euthanize the animals in their care that needed to be put down. One Sunday, they sent us 72 cats to put down.
By the end, we were all emotionally devastated.‖—Jessica Stout-Harris.
19. ―Behavior issues are the No. 1 cause of pet re-homing, euthanasia, and death. Yet, because it‘s not medical,
most of us don‘t learn much about that in veterinary school.‖—Oscar Chavez, DVM.
20. ―Your vet may not have gotten into vet school! Vets who can‘t get into traditional U.S. veterinary programs
due to bad grades and poor test scores often go to for-profit schools in the Caribbean, where, basically, if you can
pay the tuition, you get in.‖—A vet in California.
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"Your $2,000 designer dog is still a mutt."
21. ―No regulation says vets have to check certain lists before they euthanize an animal, and lots of vets still do
convenience euthanasia for owners who prefer the easy way out. We see a lot of euthanasia in November and
December, for example, just because people are getting ready for the holidays. I refuse to do it.‖—Oscar Chavez,
DVM.
22. ―I hate to break it to you, but your $2,000 designer dog is a mutt. Puppy stores and breeders have created these
cute names like Morkipoos and Puggles, and now people are paying $2,000 for a dog they couldn‘t give away at
the pound ten years ago. Whoever started the trend is a marketing genius.‖—Dennis Leon, DVM.
23. "I hate retractable leashes. The stopping mechanism pops open so easily, and suddenly the pet is flying to the
end of it, and maybe it‘s into the street or into the jaws of another dog. I‘ve had people bring in a pet who got hit
by a car because they were using a retractable leash and the stopping mechanism broke.‖—Bernadine Cruz, DVM,
associate vet at Laguna Hills Animal Hospital in Laguna Woods, California.
24. ―Even though you see vitamins on the shelves in pet stores, healthy pets don‘t need them. The pet food
companies have spent billions of dollars to make sure their food is properly balanced with every vitamin and
mineral a pet needs.‖—A vet in California.
25. ―Some people are really into a raw-food diet for pets, but it‘s a huge public health hazard. Think about it: You
have raw meat, you‘re touching it, your dog touches it, and then your dog goes and licks the baby. I‘ve had two
patients die and two patients get really sick from it.‖—Amber Andersen, DVM, a vet at Point Vicente Animal
Hospital in Rancho Palos Verdes, California.

"If your animal is really sick, it’s better to bring him in during the morning."
26. ―The cheaper, over-the-counter spot-on flea and tick treatments are extremely dangerous. I‘ve seen animals
having violent seizures after using them; I‘ve seen animals die. Ironically, most of these animals still have live
fleas crawling all over them.‖—A vet in California.
27. ―After their kitten vaccinations, indoor cats don‘t really need to be vaccinated. They‘re not going to get rabies
sitting inside the house. Vaccines have the potential to create a lot of harm for cats, including possible tumors at
the vaccine site.‖—Jill Elliot, DVM, owner of Holistic Vet in New York and New Jersey.
28. ―A cold, wet nose on a dog does not necessarily mean he‘s healthy. I‘ve seen plenty of sick dogs with wet
noses.‖—Mark Howes, DVM.
29. ―The biggest mistake pet owners make is calling the vet too late. Pets rarely get colds or the flu, and they
almost never get food poisoning. So if they‘re sick for more than a day, call us.‖—Sandy Willis, DVM, DACVIM.
30. ―If your animal is really sick, it‘s better to bring him in during the morning. A vet I once worked with would
do a huge workup when a sick animal came in early. But if the animal came in late in the day, the vet would
actually encourage the owner to euthanize. But I would add that this is not common.‖—A vet in South Carolina.

"Some places give half doses of vaccines instead of full doses."
31. ―Unfortunately, I‘ve had to work in low-cost clinics, and many of them are cutting corners to make a profit.
Some places give half doses of vaccines instead of full doses, which is totally illegal and ineffective.‖—A vet in
California.
32. ―The vets who work for most corporate-owned vet hospitals are paid monthly bonus checks based on how
much money they bring in from clients. So if it seems like you are paying more at one of those hospitals, you
likely are.‖—Jessica Stout-Harris.
33. ―Some people worry that paying for pet insurance will be a waste if they don‘t use it. But when you renew
your fire insurance on your house, do you say, ‗Shoot, my house didn‘t burn down last year—I wasted all that
money‘?‖—Phil Zeltzman, DVM.
34. ―If we wanted to go into it for the money, we‘d have become human doctors.‖—Oscar Chavez, DVM.
35. ―Most vets put themselves through 8 to 12 years of school and have huge student debts. We love animals and
want to help them. Most of us start our day early, finish late, and are available for emergencies.‖—Phil Zeltzman,
DVM.
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"Giving food is not giving love."
36. ―When you‘re looking for a new vet, always check out the staff. A lot of times they‘ll be listed online. Look
for technicians who are certified or licensed (they‘ll have RVT, LVT or CVT after their names).‖—MeiMei
Welker, DVM, outreach vet at DoveLewis Emergency Animal Hospital in Portland, Oregon.
37. ―Giving food is not giving love. Obesity will hurt their health and decrease their life span. Instead, give
affection. Pet them, brush them, love them, and walk them.‖—Bernadine Cruz, DVM.
38. ―Home cooking for your pet is harder than you think. I once saw a dog who was fed a home-cooked diet of
chicken breast and vegetables for a year, and his bones became so weak that his jaw broke. If you would like to
cook for your pet, find a veterinary nutritionist who can help guide you, or check out balanceit.com.‖—Monica
Revel, DVM, a vet in West Hollywood, California.
39. ―One way to make sure your vet is up on the latest stuff? Ask how he puts your pet to sleep. If he says he uses
ketamine or halothane gas, that‘s not good. That‘s like 1970s medicine. Isoflurane and sevoflurane are a lot
safer.‖—Rachel Simpson.
40. ―You can go to an online pharmacy and get the same exact drugs you would get from your vet for 10 to 20
percent off. But check first to make sure it‘s certified as a Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice Site (VIPPS
certified). Some vets will also match online prices—you just have to know to ask.‖—Patty Khuly, VMD.

"Don't ever share your medicines with your pets!"
41. ―Just because a food is premium priced doesn‘t mean it‘s good stuff. That‘s especially true with many foods
that come in those little gourmet pouches or cans. You pay $3 a package, and it‘s basically just junk food with
little nutritional value. Do some research, and have your vet read the ingredients list with you.‖—A vet in
California.
42. ―Some veterinary drugs have a generic version that‘s made for humans, and if your vet believes it‘s a safe and
effective alternative, you can get it from a human pharmacy and pay ten times less than you‘d pay for the animal
version. But recognize that there are legitimate reasons why the generic might not be appropriate for your pet.‖—
Patty Khuly, VMD.
43. ―Don‘t ever share your medicines with your pets unless your vet says it‘s OK. One Tylenol will likely kill a
cat.‖ —Amber Andersen, DVM.
44. ―Yes, dog whisperer Cesar Millan has turned some aggressive dogs around, but—please—don‘t train your dog
that way. Using aggressive tactics can cause serious behavior problems and may not be effective.‖—A vet in
California.
45. ―A lot of pet medications are available at human pharmacies for lower prices than we charge. Walgreens even
has a list of veterinary medicines for $4 per one-month dose. These are medicines that you would pay $20 or $30
for at your vet.‖—MeiMei Welker, DVM.

"Maybe start with a goldfish?"
46. ―Want to exercise your cat without getting off the couch? Get one of those little laser beams.‖—Albert Ahn,
DVM, a vet in Short Hills, New Jersey.
47. ―I know you mean well when you vigorously lather your dog with shampoo and then vigorously rub him dry
with the towel, but that can jam hairs under the skin like little splinters and cause horrible infections that are very
painful. It‘s especially a problem for short-coated dogs like Weimaraners, Boston terriers, pugs, Labs, and
boxers.‖—Nadine Znajda, DVM, a vet with BluePearl Veterinary Partners in Tampa, Florida.
48. ―If the plaque sprays and dental water additives actually worked, none of us would be telling you to brush your
pet‘s teeth.‖—Dennis Leon, DVM.
49. ―Take your cat to the vet in a plastic cat carrier with a removable top, and have your vet remove the lid for the
exam. Your pet will feel more secure and be less likely to fight or try to flee."—MeiMei Welker, DVM.
50. ―If you live in a one-bedroom apartment with no patio and minimal space, and you‘re gone ten hours a day at
your job, a 100-pound Great Dane may not be the best choice for you. Maybe start with a goldfish?‖—Amber
Andersen, DVM.
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True tales from the experts
We couldn't make these up!
―I once had a dog responsible for a divorce. The dog came in and had eaten something unusual. When we went
into surgery, it turned out it was a pair of women‘s underwear. The owner insisted she wanted the underwear back.
We washed them and sent them home, and it turned out they didn‘t belong to the lady. They belonged to her
husband‘s mistress."—Bernardine Cruz, DVM.
―A client came in with her poodle and warned us that the dog would bite. She said that it would often corner her in
a room at home, too, and snarl and sometimes bite. I asked how she handled it, and she said, ‗Well, I started
throwing food to get him away from me, and it worked. So now I keep snacks in every room just in case.‘ ‗So ... ,‘
I asked incredulously, ‗whenever he tries to attack you, you give him a treat?‘ ‗Yes,‘ she answered, ‗and it works
every time!‘‖—Dennis Leon, DVM.
―I had one client who got upset because her dog‘s ear infection wasn‘t getting better. It turned out she was putting
the oral tablets in the dog‘s ear canal. They were all stuffed in there. I wish I were making this up.‖—Rob Nathan,
DVM, a vet at Sharon Center Veterinary Hospital in Medina, Ohio. © 2012 The Reader's Digest Association, Inc.

Conversations
―Hey ma?‖
―Yes dear?‖
―What's a razorback?‖
―Aww sweetie were the kids at daycare mean today?‖
―Yes ma, I took the toys and hid them‖
―Well dear, that wasn't very nice, you have to play fair but that doesn't
excuse their ignorance. You are a ridgeback, not a razorback. They
probably didn't know the difference‖
―Hey ma?‖
―Yes dear?‖
―How come I got no children like you?‖
―Well dear, some dogs are shown in special competitions and only the best of the best should procreate and their
owners must be willing to travel all around for the shows to see who is the best.‖
―Well ma does that mean I am not the best of the best?‖
―Oh no dear it doesn't mean that at all. Showing is not mommy's thing and the breeder helped me pick you out and
I believe you are the best of the best. To have children you need to be shown and have all the testing and I believe
that if I had taken you showing you would have made it but I wanted you all to myself. You are special.‖
―Ma, I am lucky to have you, you love me so much‖
―Yes I do dear and I get the love back 100 fold‖
―Ma? Why is it ok for you to take garbage and leave it out on the street but when I take the garbage and put it on
the lawn you get upset? If you are done with it why can I not have it?‖
―Well dear, the garbage is not safe for you, some plastic bags, bones, other things not good for you. The garbage
gets put out for people to come take it away.‖
―Ma- there are bones in the trash? Really? How exciting.‖
―No dear, the bones are cooked bones and not good for you, they can splinter and make you very sick.
ma?‖
―Yes dear? ―
―I love you so much‖
―Yes dear I love you too hush now and go to sleep.......‖
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Working Rhodesian – A Day In Rigby Seyffert’s Work Schedule
My friend Johan Seyffert lives in Pretoria, South Africa and has a
working Rhodesian Ridgeback. Recently he shared a story with me
about a normal day with his Ridgeback, Rigby.
The story behind the picture is worth its weight in gold.
―My d og Rigby w as born out of a necessity as there are less
and less trackers in the African bush, largely d ue to the
H IV/ Aid s epid em ic in Africa and people m oving to find better
w ork in the cities to support their fam ilies. I therefore got him
as a tracking d og to find anim als that have died far from the
place the anim al w as initially shot for food or conservation or
are w ound ed in the African Veld t.

Conservation through sustainable utilization, in
conjunction with my best friend in the best
place to be, Africa – Rigby and Johan Seyffert

To the trained eye, the picture shows an Eland bull that was shot after a 5 day hunt on foot in a very unfriendly
Mopani bush. The only problem was the conservationist had to walk back to the camp to fetch a vehicle to pick up
the dead eland. Unless you are familiar with the African bush, you can get lost very quickly. The poor guy did
lose his directions. He made it back to the camp in record time, but could not find his way back to pick up the
animal. All this time the eland lay in the open bush in the heat.
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Rigby then is summoned to do his job. He jumped in the front seat of the land cruiser ready to begin work. We
drove to the closest road – downwind from where the suspected animal lay. After a while, Rigby caught the scent
and took the trail with me following close behind. After
some time and about 2000 meters later, we found the
Eland. May sound easy but I assure you it was not an
easy feat! The African bush as beautiful as it seems is
just as dangerous. You just never know what is behind
the next bend, besides lions, there are snakes and finding
antivenin in the middle of the bush is not easy.
Rigby however forms a part of my team, he is a pet and
loyal companion and was brought into the equation for
the specific role of tracking and finding wounded or
downed animals but has since stood between me and
wounded buffalo ready to charge. I remember a time
when a young bull elephant was in musk.

Charging Bull Elephant

I was on an island in the Limpopo
River. If Rigby hadn‘t been there I
would have been killed. Rigby ran
up and barked at the elephant
distracting the bull elephant, which
gave me the time to get out of the
way. Due to my line of work, I am
equipped with a rifle but the rifle I
had wasn‘t a caliber that could stop
it dead in its tracks, and running
wasn‘t an option either.

When we are out camping with clients Rigby
keeps the baboons out of the camp. One of my
French clients commented that in general an
outing to the bush is just not the same with a

Big Brown Dog.”
By Johan Seyffert

36| P a g e

CHESAPEAKE BAY AREA RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK CLUB

37| P a g e

SUMMER 2012

Rigby with his back to an overview of the African bush. Mopani trees in the background.
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The Guardian – He Did His Job
Steve Mcelhone who lives in Lives in
Newcastle, New South Wales shared this story
with me.
In 1988, I bred a litter. The pick of the litter
male went off to live on a property not too far
from where I live. He grew into a handsome
lad and had a good owner. He was around the
livestock and family. A good life. When the
dog was 3yrs of age the owner and his family
went out for the day leaving the dog to look
after the place as usual. When they came home,
they noticed the dog wasn‘t around, which was
very unusual. Upon further investigation, they
could see their mare in a lather of sweat and her
foal on the ground, then noticed the dog lying
Joep, Rhodesian Stand in Actor
in the grass a short distance away. Their first
thought was that the dog had been up to no good and would have to be destroyed. Not the kind of dog you
want to keep around livestock- One who kills.
The truth was revealed when they got down to the paddock and found the foal with minor injuries and on the
ground close by, lay two dead dingoes. The Ridgeback had done its job, with just a couple of battle wounds.

Grateful for an Era that was
Every time I look at Nduna and Inkozosana, I remember various
times that because of my dogs during war time, my family is
alive and I can be proud of the breed. They truly are a
magnificent breed and stand alone on a very high platform.
Wartime in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe was definitely not the war we
see and hear about now. However, our dogs would never stand a
chance with modern technology. I recall walking the bush with no fear in the world with my dogs at my side
picking up empty bullet shells. It was just something we did after a night of gun fire.
My father worked for the Rhodesian Railways and was stationed at one point in small railway siding (town)
called Bannockburn. It had a dairy, very small store for everyday things, and The Tavern. Large shopping
trips we would have to drive to Shabani, located a few hours away on dirt roads. When it railed, it was gushes
of mud and as kids, we would say the car was dancing. Going back to Bulawayo, we would drive along the
side of a mountain that had the most beautiful views of the African bush. Africa is truly a remarkable place.
Most evening‘s people knocking off from work would head over to the tavern for a few drinks, catch up with
some of their buddies or have dinner. The Tavern was located dead center of Bannockburn. Bannockburn was
one of the first towns to be attacked during the height of the war.
The first time we were attacked by terrorists, my grandmother and her best friend were visiting, both were over
70 years old. My mother bundled us all into the enormous built in closet, pulled blankets and sheets, piled
them on the floor. If we needed to pee, we had to pee on the blankets. There was no using the toilets. We sat
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for hours waiting for the attack to end. My dad on the other hand was walking around the garden with the
dogs. When the army came by to check on everyone, we were told that my dad was lucky to be alive as on the
other side of the chain link fence in the bushes sat groups of terrorists, cigarette stubs gave them away.
As I have said before, the Ridgeback is also known as the African Apache. They are silent on their feet and
appear when you least expect them to. Who knows why my dad wasn‘t killed? Were the terrorists terrified of
the type dogs guarding him, did the dogs jump the fence and scare them, we will never know.
That afternoon, we with our dogs gathered on the fields of the Tavern with so many other neighbours and
watched as they brought the bodies of the terrorists for removal. The soldiers were well acquainted with the
Rhodesian Ridgeback and the extremes they go to protecting their owners.

Points to Ponder
The Rhodesian Ridgeback is listed on the dangerous dog list in
parts of Europe. What would you do if you lived in a city that
banned the Rhodesian Ridgeback? If they were removed from
your property and immediately destroyed, no questions asked
how would you feel?
We need to educated people on our breed. Because the
Rhodesian is a lion hunter, doesn’t mean that they are nasty
and aggressive. Over the last few months, introducing the breed
brought out the usual comments and questions about the
temperament and the big bad Rhodesian that hunts lions. I took
Nduna
and Inkozosana to the “Walk for the
Animals” in Annapolis, Maryland,
which I do every year. They were as
perfect as always, and represented
the breed with dignity. We met so
many people and corrected so many
beliefs. Several people got a thrill
when they saw the ridge and ran
their hands over it. Kids tried to
make the ridge friendly . However,
everyone was besides themselves
that they got to see and touch the
mighty dangerous lion hunter who
turned out to be a little gentle lamb. I
am proud of my dogs; so very proud
of my dogs.
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The Death Race, Pittsfield Vermont
The Rhodesian Ridgeback is known to many as the Navy Seal of the
dog world. I recently met with Adam Orton, an Air Force Enlisted
young man who participated in the event.
The race began after registration and weigh in at 11am and carried on
into the dark of the night, in the thick of the woods, no directions, just
you and wild America. This was not a race of the biggest or strongest or
fastest or how many miles you run on a daily basis. This event is
classed as the hardest or one of the hardest in the world with mental,
physical and endurance challengers that after the first 24 hours, several
competitors quit or are disqualified due to the extreme of the tasks or not
meeting the challengers. The race continues for several hours, leading
into
a few
days.
If it rains you strive on, heat sets
in, you strive on. Endurance….
Some of the challengers included,
climbing up a mountain with your
backpack filled with what you
think you would need whilst
carrying a sea kayak for 18 plus
hours, with hands above your
head; carrying a tire weighing
about 300 pound around the
mountain and bringing it back to camp. Chopping logs for several hours, stoning driveways in the
hottest part of the day, moving hundreds of pounds of tree logs, sewing, swimming in a freezing cold
pond or climbing through a culvert with your gear (gear included all your clothes, backpack with
what you think you would need to survive and your 5 gallon bucket).
Hints were given, but
who knows, were they
false or the truth. You
never knew until the
challenge was given.
The theme of the event
was ―Betrayal‖. Before
the race began, you
were asked to bring
with you outrageous
items, for example, a bag of human hair or a
clipping from a bonsai tree amongst other things. Each year the requests, theme and challengers
change.
Some quit because of severe injuries. Whilst waiting for updates on each competitor and socializing
with other support teams and talking about the Rhodesian, Inkozosana and Nduna absorbed the
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attention they were given; we saw competitors come down with broken knees, some serious cuts,
painfully blistered and cut up feet, crying or just happy that they were done. The event brought out

team work, independent thinking and strength endurance for miles, using all your senses to survive.
To many the Rhodesian Ridgeback is a sight hound, to others like myself, the Rhodesian is a dog that
uses all its senses, sight, hearing, smell and feel (vibrations).
Ink and Duna got to spend time and became part of Mr. Orton‘s support
team. The team included a certified therapy dog and best friend, Dusty
and other human lovers of the breed (we snagged some along the way
from other teams). People hovered around them and we talked about the
Rhodesian, met with some of our wounded war warriors who were there
to support a fellow warrior competing. People were amazed at how
Quietly waiting for dinner
much larger in real life the Rhodesian is. How much muscle they have;
the personalities of the great big lion hunter and how relaxed
they were with strangers. Best behavior on hand with
thousands of acres of woodlands, mountains and streams to
play in and Nduna and Inkozosana sat to have their pictures
taken with men who served and serve our country, our
wounded warriors.
Although descendant from Rhodesia, Africa, a country that
technically no longer exists, they have adapted to a different life style; from protecting their owners
livestock, keeping lions at bay to being a dog that holds their own in any situation and can go back to
their genetics of hunting and running in a second and be back to being the couch potato. Nduna and
Inkozosana have definitely proven to be after this trip, true ambassadors of the breed.

Am I a proud dog mom, oh yah!
41| P a g e

CHESAPEAKE BAY AREA RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK CLUB

SUMMER 2012

Bone Tumors in Dogs: Benign or Malignant
http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/bone-tumors-dogs-benign-malignant

Bone tumors can be either malignant or benign. Osteosarcoma and chondrosarcoma are the two most common
malignant bone tumors. Osteomas and osteochondromas are the most common benign types.
Malignant Bone Tumors
Osteosarcoma is by far the most common malignant bone
cancer in dogs. This cancer affects dogs of all ages, with a
median age of 8 years. It occurs with equal frequency in males
and females. Giant breeds, such as the Saint Bernard,
Newfoundland, Great Dane, and Great Pyrenees, are 60 times
more likely to develop an osteosarcoma than are dogs
weighing less than 25 pounds. Large breeds, such as the Irish
Setter and Boxer, are eight times more likely to develop
osteosarcoma. Toy breeds are rarely, if ever, affected.
Osteosarcoma occurs
most often in the
bones of the front
legs, followed, in order of frequency, by the hind legs, the flat bones
of the ribs, and the mandible. Often the first sign is a limp in a mature
dog who has no history of injury. Usually this receives little attention
until swelling of the leg or a bone mass is observed. Pressure over the
tumor causes pain. Fractures can occur at the tumor site.
X-rays can strongly suggest the disease, but a definitive diagnosis
depends on biopsy of the tumor. Osteosarcoma is an aggressive
cancer that quickly spreads to the lungs.
Chondrosarcoma is the second most common malignant bone tumor in dogs. The average age of onset is 6
years. This tumor tends to involve the ribs, nasal bones, and pelvis. It presents as a large, hard, painless
swelling in an area containing cartilage. This tumor also metastasizes to the lungs, but is less aggressive than
osteosarcoma.
Treatment: Malignant tumors such as osteosarcomas and chondrosarcomas should be treated aggressively.
Because these tumors metastasize to the lungs, it is important to obtain a chest X-ray before recommending
surgery. The dog should have a complete physical examination, including a blood count and a fine needle
aspiration or biopsy of any enlarged lymph nodes.
Partial or complete amputation is the only effective treatment for osteosarcomas of the limbs. Most dogs are
able to get around well on three legs. Although amputation rarely cures the cancer, it does relieve pain and
improves the quality of life. The amputation should be performed at least one joint above the involved bone.
New surgical techniques that preserve the leg are currently being done at some veterinary referral centers.
Chemotherapy in addition to amputation increases the survival time for osteosarcoma, but not the cure rate.
Radiation therapy may be considered if the cancer is metastatic or far advanced, but is also not a cure.
Osteosarcoma of the mandible is treated with radiation therapy, to which it is moderately responsive. Radiation
is also used for palliation of pain.
Complete surgical removal of chondrosarcomas affords relief, but should not be considered curative.
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Benign Bone Tumors

Osteomas are
raised tumors
composed of
dense but
otherwise
normal bone.
They occur
about the
skull and
face.
Osteoma in the Nasal Cavity

Osteochondromas, also called
multiple cartilaginous exostoses,
are bone tumors that arise in young
dogs from areas where cartilage
grows prior to calcification.
Osteochondromas may be single or
multiple and are found on the ribs,
vertebrae, pelvis, and extremities.
There is a hereditary basis to
osteochondromas.
A bone biopsy should be performed
to determine the type of bone
tumor, unless the appearance on Xray is conclusive.
Treatment: Benign tumors can be
removed by local excision. The surgery is needed when the growth
impinges on structures such as nerves and tendons, producing pain or
causing inactivity. Surgical removal may also be indicated for the sake
of appearance.
Distal femur of a dog with multiple cartilaginous exostoses. There is
asymetrical enlargment of the metaphysis immediately proximal to
the articular surface.
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The Dog, The Breed, What Could Have Been!
Your dog is more similar to you in their emotions than in their mentality. Some of their emotional reactions are
so much like ours that we tend to humanize them. The dog‘s emotions are visibly expressed in his eyes and
face, his ear and tail movements, his posture, and general behavior. Sometimes they are vocally expressed as
well. Your dog can feel and express the same emotions as we do: love, hate, joy, sorrow, grief, anxiety,
jealousy, remorse, anger, fear, and even more subtle ones such as distrust and resignation.
When a dog is stolen have you ever wondered what the dog goes through? Fear? Anxiety? Sorrow?
Depression? Anger? This is something we many never know.
There are many reasons why dogs are stolen; however, Money in many forms is the most likely one.
Some are stolen to order, which means these scum probably already have a home lined up - FOR MONEY. If
not, you'll find them being touted round for show and then sold. They are often stolen to be held at ransom
(money). Mainly the people pay up, just to get their dogs back, but if not, it's highly likely the dog is destroyed.
Some are stolen for breeding - and if already spayed these people will probably dump animal somewhere.
Much of dog theft is done for drug money.
However, the worst has been for dog fighting rings. The lives of these dogs are from what I have seen and
read about the cruelest ever. There are witness accounts, pictures and even videos of what really goes on.
There is so much untold misery for the animals involved.
Picture this – Down a lonely alley, tucked away in a seemingly abandoned warehouse, there is a world of
violence, pain, and greed. Being entertained are people
of all ages, social classes, and races. For the sake of
money and pride, there are victims suffering mutilation
and death. These victims are dogs. Dogs deprived of a
life of chasing a ball, walking at the park, and barking
at squirrels. Dogs bred to hate and be hated. Dogs
deserving of so much more. The dogs are often weighed
before the fight in order to match up competitors of
similar size. They are also bathed pre-fight to clean
them of any substances on their coats, which may
discourage the opponent from biting.
When the fight begins, the dogs are released from their
start lines, and they tear after one another, working to
get their powerful jaws around their enemy. These
fights sometimes last multiple hours, ending with
bleeding, broken, exhausted, and sometimes dead dogs.
The dogs are not permitted to be touched by people during the battle, unless the referee permits it. If a
dog gets a tooth stuck in the skin of the opponent (termed "fanged"), the fight can be paused for someone
to untangle the dogs. Sometimes a tool called a "bite stick" is required to separate them.
If the fight is winding down or one dog is losing interest, the referee can decide to return the dogs to their
lines and release them again after several seconds. If the dog who was losing interest does not resume
fighting, he loses. If neither dog chooses to fight, a draw may be called.
At the end of the fight, there is an exchange of large quantities of money based on bets and the results of
the fight. Emotions are high, people are loud and often intoxicated, and the dogs are either celebrated or
despised based on their performances. Losing dogs are often left to suffer with their wounds, or they may
be destroyed inhumanely in front of the cheering crowd.
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My significant other just
reminded me of an incident
(One reason I also don't let
people near my dogs and am
a crazy mum). We were
walking the three dogs and
this car approached us.
Inside were three men in their
30's maybe early 40's. They
stopped and began to ask
questions about the dogs and
if they could touch them and
their personalities and usual
chatter, how beautiful and
breeders in the mid-Atlantic
area. We talked about the
dogs and the breed, the ridge
their
history.
However,
something didn't sit right and
both RR wanted to move on,
they both seemed nervous
and my boy wouldn't make
eye contact with them. At the
end of the conversation one
of the men asked a question
that made my skin creep and
disgust rise up from the
deepest part of me, "So how
would they rate in a fight
against a pit-bull, they lion
hounds, they must be strong,
they what I am looking for?"
My heart also stopped
beating. I know I saw them
around the area and made
sure that I never let on where
I lived as my dogs are safe
inside my home and yard, but
there are beasts and evil
outside who will break in and
bring their evil to them. I
don't want my dogs too
comfortable with people on
the other side of the fence,
kids or adults.

SUMMER 2012

A problem which has become more recognized and feared in recent years
is the theft of small pets by fighters to use as bait for their dogs. Fighting
dogs are given small pets, young dogs and cats to kill as a reward,
fighting practice, and to encourage their desire for the taste of blood.
Sometimes bait dogs have their hind legs broken, hips broken, baseball
bats shoved down their throats to destroy their vocal cords or have their
teeth removed to avoid them fighting back.

A Rhodesian is not a fighting dog.
I don‘t think any of us could fathom what it would feel if one of our dogs
were taken from me, the thoughts and emotions whether anger, sadness or
confusion. All the thoughts going through the owners mind. Kevin
Fitzgerald experienced this unfortunately.
"WASHINGTON, DC (WUSA)--A
Northeast Washington man came
home to discover his house
ransacked...and his beloved
Rhodesian Ridgeback, stolen.
"I'm hurt. I'm angry. I want my dog
back," said heartbroken owner
Kevin Fitzgerald.
Fitzegerald always dreamed of
owning a Rhodesian Ridgeback, an
unusual dog that was originally
bred to hunt lions in Africa. Just
three weeks ago, Fitzgerald's wish
came true. He and Chuma quickly
became inseparable companions.
"Without a doubt. Without a
doubt," he said. "It was like having
a kid."
Thieves smashed a basement window to enter the house in the quiet
Northeast neighborhood of Woodridge sometime between 9am and 4 pm.
They stole television sets, laptop computers, electronics. Those can be
replaced. Chuma cannot.
"He's a Rhodesian Ridgeback. 11 weeks old. He has a distinctive ridge of fur
that grows down his back," said Fitzgerald.

Chuma was inside the house in a crate when the robbery occurred, so it's clear he was stolen and didn't simply
escape. Another dog carrier of his was abandoned in a back alley.
"Return my dog, that's all. Return my dog," pleaded Fitzgerald.
He fears someone may think he's a pit bull and cause him harm. Police are investigating this robbery and
several other recent break-ins in the neighborhood.
"There's a lot of other things I would like to say, but I just want my dog back. That's all. Real simple," he said.
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Fitzgerald is offering a one thousand dollar reward for the safe return of his dog. No questions asked. Written by
Andrea McCarren 9NEWS NOW & WUSA9.COM
http://www.wusa9.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=101872

Debby Lappat put out an SOS in RR-Folk and CBARRC asking for helpers – meeting at a designated spot in
DC. She had flyers and off we set. Debbie had her dogs, and I had my two. We set out to save Chuma. I am
not sure if we ever walked that much ever it felt like hours. We did drive by various veterinary clinics and
store windows to put up flyers, talked to people on the street; Sadly we never found him. Then months later
we get an email that they think Chuma is at a kennel up for adoption. All the dark emotions felt months before
were suddenly turned into adrenaline overhaul with anticipation and excitement.

Chuma, Rhodesian ridgeback
A man is reunited with his dog five months after he was stolen by thieves.
Sydney Cameron
October 30, 2010
WASHINGTON, Dc. (WUSA) -- In late May, thieves broke into Kevin Fitzgerald's home in Northeast.
The electronics that were stolen could be
replaced; but they also made off with Chuma -Kevin's eleven week old Rhodesian Ridgeback.
A Pet Amber Alert went out for Chuma-pictures were posted on the internet--signs
went up in the neighborhood. The Chesapeake
Region Ridgeback Community was summoned—

Chuma before being stolen, as an 11 week old puppy

by the end of summer the emails had stopped--hope
had faded--Then on October 27, Kevin Fitzgerald got
an anonymous call saying Chuma was listed on an
adoption website.
It was Chuma--five months after he was stolen from
inside his home--the Rhodesian Ridgeback had been
brought to the Prince George's County Animal shelter
by someone who had apparently given up on raising
the dog-Its unclear how many owners Chuma has had since he
was stolen from his owner in May. Kevin says he
appeared well cared for---no physical or mental abuse.
Source:
http://www.wusa9.com/rss/local_article.aspx?storyid=117944
http://lostdogsfound.blogspot.com/2010/10/chuma-rhodesian-ridgeback.html

Ridgebacks Grow to be BIG Dogs, they DO NOT stay puppies forever.
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Vaginal Prolapse/Hyperplasia
Prolapse literally means "To fall out of place." In medicine, prolapse is a condition where organs, such as
the uterus, fall down or slip out of place. It is used for organs protruding through the vagina, rectum, or for the
misalignment of the valves of the heart. A spinal disc herniation is also sometimes called disc prolapse.
Relating to the uterus, prolapse condition makes the organ extend inferiorly into the vagina causing weakened
muscles
What is vaginal prolapse/hyperplasia and how does it arise?
Vaginal prolapse/hyperplasia occurs uncommonly, usually
during proestrous and oestrous, as a result of fluidy
enlargement of vaginal tissue. 360o protrusion of the tissue
lining the vagina may occur in vaginal prolapse. In case of
vaginal hyperplasia, the problem originates from a stalk
of vaginal floor lining.
Fluidy swelling of the vaginal lining is due to the elevated
levels of the hormone oestrogen that occur during a normal
oestrous cycle. The prolapses that are sometimes seen occur
when increased oestrogen levels are produced during the
season or when there is weakness of the vaginal connective
tissue. The amount of swelling and prolapse is variable and only in severe cases does the tissue actually
protrude from the vulva. As vaginal prolapse occurs, the prolapsed tissue promotes further straining which in
turn increases the amount of prolapsed tissue. The prolapsed tissue often becomes abraded and ulcerated and in
some cases can become necrotic. In the case of normal breeding the oedematous tissue obstructs the ability of
the bitch to successfully mate with another dog.
Normally the prolapse or hyperplasia resolves at the end of the season when the ovarian production of
oestrogen elapses. However, the prolapse may recur in each succeeding season.
How can cases of prolapse/hyperplasia be detected?
Vaginal prolapse/hyperplasia occurs most commonly in large breed dogs, especially in young bitches (2 years
or younger) during their first three seasons.
Bitch with vaginal hyperplasia but no prolapse usually refuses to allow the male to penetrate during mating. In
the case of vaginal prolapse a mass is seen protruding from the vulva. The surface of prolapsed tissue is
smooth, swollen, pale pink and glistening when the prolapse is fresh but it will appear dry, dull, corrugated and
sometimes ulcerated after having prolapsed for a few days.
How can cases be treated?
The prolapsed tissue will resolve itself when the oestrogen influence diminishes after the season if the
protrusion is not circumferential (i.e. 360o). The season may be shortened by administering gonadotropin
releasing hormone or human chorionic gonadotropin.
Dogs with vaginal prolapse/hyperplasia must not be used for breeding as the problem can be passed to the
offspring. Artificial insemination can be utilized if the bitch is considered valuable and will not allow
intromission.
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Desexing is recommended to prevent the recurrence and subsequent injury to the everted tissue. Ideally
desexing is to be conducted when the bitch is out of season. Repositioning of the everted tissue and placement
of purse string suture around the edges of vulva to prevent further prolapse are required while waiting for the
ceasation of season. The prolapsed swollen tissue usually reduces in size when the season is complete.
Removal of the purse string suture can then be performed and the bitch can be desexed at any time.
Resection of the prolapsed tissue is not recommended as it is often associated with significant bleeding and
does not prevent recurrence during subsequent seasons.

The End

CBARRC Membership questions:
Lynn Quinney, Secretary
quinneyzoo1@comcast.net
CBARRC Events:
Trent Prange, President
Carrie Ellington, Vice President
The CBARRC Website
Steve Christiansen
steveb.christiansen@gmail.com
CBARRC newsletter questions or submissions:
Stephanie Matulich, CBARRC Member
stephanie_matulich@yahoo.com
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