
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear CBARRC Members, 
 
It's hard to believe that summer has flown by so quickly!  We're practically in 
September now, and Fall is right around the corner. I know at our place we are 
looking forward to some cooler weather and hiking with the dogs and our new 
baby girl, Kailey. 
 
We are all looking forward to seeing everyone again at the upcoming Fall 
CBARRC events! CBARRC will once again be supporting the Old Dominion 

show on Sunday, October 2 in Millwood, VA.  You 
don't have to be showing a dog to come out and enjoy 
some good company - and of course cheer on the 
Ridgebacks in the ring. 
 
We will also be having our annual Fall Fun Day at 
Patuxent River Park in Croom, MD on Saturday, 
November 12.  As always, there will be lure coursing 
and games for the dogs, lunch for the people, and fun 
for all involved.  Whether you are interested in having 
your dog try coursing for the first time, or you are an 
old pro who just wants some practice, this is a great 
event to course in a fun, pressure-free atmosphere.   
More details will be available soon at 
www.CBARRC.org, and of course, volunteers are 
always welcome! If you are interested in helping out 
please contact me at shoffman@dominionrr.com.  
 
I hope everyone enjoys the rest of their summer and I 
hope to see everyone soon! 
 

Steve Hoffman 

President, CBARRC 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Old Dominion Supported Show and Luncheon! 
Sunday, October 2nd all day 
Where: Longbranch Farm, Millwood Virginia (part of the 
Hunt Country Cluster All Breed Conformation Show) 
Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes, Trophies and Luncheon 
on Site after Ridgebacks show 
 
 
 

Fall Fun Day 
Saturday, November 12

th
 from 10am-4pm 

Patuxent River Park, Croom, (Upper Marlboro) Maryland 
Lure Coursing, Lunch, Contests, Etc! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

DOG SHOW TYPE CITY SHOW  CLOSING  

Maryland     

Talbot Kennel Club AG Queenstown   11/05-06/2011     10/12 
Talbot Kennel Club, Inc. AB/O/JSHW Salisbury   11/09-10/2011     10/26 
Talbot Kennel Club RLY Salisbury   11/09-10/2011     10/26 
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club, Inc. AB/O/JSHW Salisbury   11/11-12/2011     10/26 
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club RLY Salisbury   11/11-12/2011     10/26 
Mispillion Kennel Club, Inc. AB/O/JSHW/RLY Salisbury   11/13/2011     10/26 
Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club AB/JSHW West  Friendship   11/25/2011     11/09 
Chesapeake Kennel Club Of Maryland, Inc. AB/JSHW West  Friendship   11/26/2011     11/09 
Upper Marlboro Kennel Club, Inc. AB/JSHW West  Friendship   11/27/2011     11/09 
National Capital Kennel Club, Inc. AB/O/JSHW West  Friendship  11/28/2011     11/09 
Catoctin Kennel Club RLY Point of Rocks  12/02/2011     11/16 
Catoctin Kennel Club O Point of Rocks  12/03-04/2011     11/16 
Oriole Dog Training Club AG Westminster  12/09-11/2011     11/25 
Annapolis Kennel Club AB/JSHW West  Friendship  1/19, 22/2012     01/04 
Carroll Kennel Club AB/JSHW West  Friendship  1/20-21/2012     01/04 

     

Virginia     

Tidewater Tracking Club Of Virginia TX Yorktown  12/04/2011  11/12 
Star City Canine Training Club Of Roanoke O Roanoke  11/06/2011   10/19 
Star City Canine Training Club Of Roanoke RLY Roanoke  11/05/2011   10/19 
Middle Peninsula Kennel Club Of Virginia AB/JSHW Doswell  01/28-29/2012   01/11 
Potomac Hound Club LB/SWPC Doswell  01/27/2012   01/11 

     

West Virginia     

Mountaineer Kennel Club, Inc. AG Morgantown  11/19-20/2011  11/02 
 

 

 

 
 

Key Code for Events 

 

AG - Agility JSHW  - Junior Showmanship TX - Tracking Excellent TR  - Tracking 
RLY -  Rally AB  -  All Breed O  - Obedience  VST - Variable Surface Tracking 
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Rights to Brag 
Dusty achieved his Rally Advanced title – Ridgehaven Dusty In The Wind, RA, CGC 

Aria achieved her Rally Novice title – FC Rajataru Solo Performance, MC, RN, FCH, CGC, HIC 

Emma achieved her Rally Novice title –Vyrtuous Emma Good Thief, MC, RN, FCH, CGC, HIC, TT 

Owned & handled by Candace Gartland 

 

 

Left To Right - Dusty, Emma, Aria 
 

 

 

Kushinda Legend Of The Red Ark Generation C&T, JC 

Dan-Dee' takes another BEST OF WINNERS at Timonium 04.24.11 

for a 3 point MAJOR out of the BBE class under Judge Jon Simm at 

Baltimore County Kennel Club. 

 

 

 

 

Dandy in action stack     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dandy BOW 3pt Major 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan-Dee' takes BEST OF WINNERS at York 03.20.11 for a 3 

point MAJOR out of the BBE class under Judge Joe Walton at 

Delaware County Kennel Club.     

 

 

 

 

  Dandy BOW Joe Walton 03.20.11 
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FC Kushinda’s Legends Of Presents Beneath The Bronze Star C&T, JC, SC, FCh 

 

 

 

Field Champion Kushinda's Presents Takes Best Of Breed at UCBSC 

ASFA Trial Saturday 04.09. 11.  
 

 

 

 

 

     FC Kimani-Kushinda’s Cutting Edge, JC, SC, FCh 

    Kushinda takes another best of breed at UCBSC  

    ASFA trial Sunday 04.10.11 with field champion   
 

 

DC Kushinda’s My Bad Image, She Wrote, Jessica UC, JC, SC, FCh  
 

DUAL CHAMPION Kushinda's Jessica QUALIFIES for the ASFA II (May 13-14, 2011 Leesburg, 

VA)\Gillette Stake.  ALL of the following are eligibility Requirements for the Gillette Stake 

 

x Has an AKC or foreign bench championship  

x Proof is submitted with entry form  

x Is an ASFA Field Champion  

x Has earned 20 ASFA points in the 12-month period preceding 

04/27/2011  

x Is entered in the Field Champion or Veteran Stake on Saturday, 

04/27/2011  
  

 

 
Kammi Jessica 4pt N Horn 04.19.09 
 

 

 

CH Kushinda Good Night Ginger UK, JC, SC Champion Kushinda's 

Ginger (right) qualifies for the ASFA II (May 13-14, 2011 Leesburg, 

VA) Bench Stake out of open. 

 

Kushinda Legend Of The Red Ark Generation C&T - finished 

out of BBE & exclusively handled by Karrie Dee Hefner. 
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DC Jessica winning Gilette STake at ASFA II  (This big one is 

on the RRCUS home page ... Ridgeback History) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 FC Presents (Y) running for Best In Field at the ASFA II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New champions Dan-Dee'  finished out of BBE (June 2011) 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Kushinda Legend Of The Red Ark Generation C&T - 

GROUP 1st BBE CH Dan-Dee' @ Bryn Mawr 06.19.11 
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CH Kushinda’s Bronze Star Legend Keeps On Burning C&T, JC 

Sire: DC Kushinda’s Bronze Star TBV, CHIC 

Dam: CH kushinda’s Ark Action, SC, CHIC 

 

 

 

 

 
   New Junior Courser: Edmund (July 2011)  

 

 

 
Kushinda Rhodesian Ridgebacks also proudly announce our 30th CHIC 

Ridgeback ! 30
th

  CHIC Ridgeback  
 
Accomplishments of one single litter out of DC Cecil x CH 

Tessa ==> 

Field Champion Kushinda's Presents  

Field Champion Trixie 

Champion Kushinda's Xena  

Grand Champion Kushinda's D'artagnan, JC 

Champion Dan-Dee' 

Champion Burner, JC 

 

 

 

 

 Lucy Prange by Trent Prange 
She earned her AKC Field Championship on 

September 11, 2010. 

2011 ASFA International Invitational Best of 

Breed on 14 May 2011 

 

ASFA Field Championship on May 15, 2011 

and just a couple of weeks ago. 

 

Lucy added her conformation championship on 25 June 2011 by 

earning her last 2 points at the dog show in Richmond, VA.  This 

also earned her a title of Dual Champion. 
 
 

 

http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/results.html?num=&submit=Begin+Search&namecontains=N&part=Kushinda&namecontains=Y&breed=&variety=&sex=&birthday_start_month=&birthday_start_year=&birthday_end_month=&birthday_end_year=&birthday=&clear=30th
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Food For Thought 
If your dog loves a savory snack, try this dog treat recipe for chicken liver snacks out.  They’ll be begging for 
more! 
Ingredients: 
2 c. whole wheat flour    3 tbsp vegetable oil 1 c. wheat germ or cornmeal  
1 egg, lightly beaten    1/2 c. chicken broth 2 tsp. parsley 
1 c. cooked chicken livers, chopped 
 
Directions: 
Preheat your oven to 400 degrees and grease your baking sheet.  In a mixing bowl, combine the flour and 
wheat germ (or cornmeal).  In another large bowl, whisk the egg and oil.  To this bowl, add the chicken broth 
and parsley, until it’s mixed well.  Next, gradually add the flour and the wheat germ (or cornmeal) until 
combined.  Finally, fold in the chopped livers.  Mix until a firm dough forms. 
 
Drop the dough on a floured surface and knead for a little bit.  Roll the dough out until it’s about a ½ inch thick.  
Use your cookie cutters or a pizza cutter to cut it into desired shapes.  Bake for 15 min. 
 
*Note:  Because of the livers, suggest storing these in the fridge. 
  
 
Peanut Butter Pupsicles 
Ingredients: 
1 banana     1/2 c. peanut butter 
1/4 c. wheat germ    1/4 c. chopped peanuts (no need, if chunky peanut butter!) 
 
Directions: 
Combine the mashed banana, peanut butter and nuts (optional).  Mix in the wheat germ.  Put it in the fridge for 
about an hour.  Serve! 
  
 
Dog Food Recipe - Kibble Topper 
Ingredients: 
1/2 lb. lean ground meat.   2 boiled eggs, diced 1/2 c. cooked plain oatmeal  
1 jar baby food carrots    2 tbsp. cottage cheese    
 
Directions: 
Brown the ground beef in a skillet and then drain off the grease.  Mix all of the ingredients together and then let 
it cool.  You can divide it into as many portions as need be Just make sure to refrigerate any leftovers. 
  
 
Bad Breath Treats 

Not only will this dog treat recipe get rid of that stinky breath, but these dog treats are great for tarter control, 
too! 
Ingredients: 
2 c. whole wheat flour    1/2 c. cornmeal   3/4 c. water 
1/3 c. chopped fresh mint OR 1 tbsp dried mint 1/2 c. chopped parsley  6 tbsp safflower oil 

Directions: 
Preheat your oven to 350 degrees and lightly grease a cookie sheet. 
In a large mixing bowl, add the flour, cornmeal, chopped mint and parsley.  Mix well.  On a lightly floured 
surface, roll out the dough to about 1/4″ thickness.  Use your cute cookie cutters or a pizza cutter to cut into 
desired shapes.  Bake for about 40 min and turn the oven off.  Allow the treats to sit in there for at least 3 hours 
(or overnight).  *Note:  Store these dog treats in the fridge. Enjoy your pup’s nice, fresh breath! 
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Profiled Member – Candace Gartland 

 

 

 

My name is Candace Gartland.  

My husband, Tom, and I have 

five Ridgebacks. 
 

 

 

 

They are: 

 Dusty - Ridgehaven Dust In The Wind, RA, CGC, JHSG 

 Emma - U-CH Vyrtuous Emma Good Thief, FCH, MC, RN, CGC, HIC, TT, JHSG, ORT, Delta 

Society registered Pet Partner therapy dog. 

 Aria - FCH Rajataru Solo Performance, FCH, MC, RN, CGC, HIC 

 Hero - Ch. Symetri Spring Into Action, TD, SC, CGC, TT, HIC 

 Lola - Tara-Ridge Living Out Loud  

We have four adult ridgebacks and a 5-month-old puppy.  

Dusty, the oldest, was found on the street in downtown 

Richmond, Virginia and was given to me when he was 

about 9 weeks old.  In 2009, I got a PAL number on Dusty 

so he could compete in AKC events.  Until that time, I had 

only done life skills with him.  Then I put Dusty in an 

obedience class and found out he loves to work and will do 

anything I ask.  It turns out that obedience is “his thing.” 

 

All of our dogs are individuals with strong personalities, 

and they all have to be handled and trained differently.  

The key with any dog is to build the desire to learn and 

work.  Then the dog can work in multiple disciplines. 

Teach things in small steps so the dog can succeed.  I don‟t 

train my dogs every day, but when I do, training sessions 

are limited to just 

5 – 10 minutes.  Dogs by their nature want to be with people and 

many of them enjoy having a job.  

 

I enjoy spending time with my dogs.  It is fun to watch them learn 

new things and then show what they can do.  The joy is in the 

journey.  Going places and making new friends with a common 

interest has been far more satisfying than earning the ribbon or 

certificate. When a title is achieved, in the end it is just a piece of 

paper, but the memories are worth the effort.  

 

The title I‟m most proud of is Emma becoming a Delta Society 

registered Pet Partner therapy dog.  A therapy dog needs basic 

Dusty finishing his Rally Advanced title. Emma & Aria 
qualifying in Rally Novice. From left to right it is Dusty, Emma, 

Aria. 

Emma dressed to go to work at the hospital as 
a Delta Society registered Pet Partner therapy 

dog. 
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obedience and they must have the right temperament and be thoroughly socialized.  Pet therapy is all about the 

animal interacting with the patient. 

 

Emma goes to a rehabilitation hospital that has patients recovering from illness, injuries, surgery, etc.  There 

was a man there who was in his 30‟s.  The man was paralyzed from the waist down and he had been in hospitals 

for a year.  He loved visiting with Emma.  He would call her onto his bed and I would let her put her front half 

on the bed with her rear legs still touching the floor.  This man would wrap himself around Emma in a big bear 

hug.  She would smile, wag her tail and lick his face. 

 

Things, however, don‟t always go as planned.  One time Emma was visiting with an elderly woman in a 

wheelchair.  The woman was petting Emma, then suddenly grabbed her and started hitting her on the rump.  

The woman said she was “spanking the baby.”  After a hasty 

retreat, Emma recovered like a professional and went on to visit 

the next person.   

 

The most difficult title 

I‟ve achieved was the 

Tracking Dog (TD) title.  

Before even attempting 

to pass the test there is a 

requirement to pass a 

“certification track”.  

Once that is passed, 

getting into a tracking 

test is yet another hurdle 

to overcome.  The tests 

can be few and far 

between, occur in very 

distant locations, and 

require a fair amount of 

luck to gain entry since it is typically a lottery for all those who 

apply for a limited number of slots. 

 

 

 

In tracking, the handler must learn to read and trust their dog 

because the dog can be up to 40 feet away at the end of a rope.  

This distance may not seem like much, but it definitely requires 

that the dog have the drive and confidence to work that far away 

while constantly moving 

in a direction that doesn‟t 

allow them to easily see 

the handler.  As any 

ridgeback owner knows, 

they are very sight 

oriented.  If my dogs see 

something that looks like 

a tracking article, they 

want to run for it, even if 

it isn‟t on the track.  I 

have to be able to interpret 

Emma is pointing with her nose at a container with a 
few Q-Tips that have the target odor (Birch), which is 

in the wall, right by her nose 

Emma is pointing with her nose at a container with a 
few Q-Tips that have the target odor (Birch), which 

is in the wheel well, right where her nose is. 

Emma is searching a vehicle for a container with a 
few Q-Tips that have the target odor (Birch). 

Hero on his track to get the Tracking Dog (TD) title. 
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my dog‟s actions; when to follow, and when to stand still.  Is the dog running to a random piece of debris, or are 

they moving toward the object the track layer put down on purpose?  Do you trust the dog and let him proceed, 

or do you insist you know better and pull him off his course?  Can you read your dog well enough to know the 

difference? 

 

When Hero passed his certification track at the Ridgeback Rodeo in July 2010 the conditions were probably the 

most difficult I‟ve seen for a certification track.  It was very hot with temperatures easily above 90 degrees, and 

the vegetation was so high that much of the time I could only see the tip of his tail as he followed the track.  On 

several occasions, I had to hold the tracking line above my head so it wouldn‟t get caught.  Suddenly, he 

stopped pulling me forward and above the tall grass, I saw this black thing flying up into the air.  Moving 

forward, I saw Hero was lying down in the dense grass with a black glove next to him.  He had found the final 

article at the end of the track.  We passed!  Certification completed. 
 

When we did the tracking trial, it felt like we were just 

wandering around a field forever!    At one point Hero 

stopped and looked back at me.  I said to him, “You 

can do this.”  That was all the encouragement he 

needed.  He immediately turned around and went back 

to work.  I believed in my dog and kept following him 

and when he threw the final article in the air and lay 

down, I was so proud of him!  The judges gave me a 

paper copy of his progress along the track and I saw 

Hero had been dead on the track the entire time.  If I 

had doubted him, at any point, I would‟ve incorrectly 

pulled him off the track and we would‟ve failed. 

 

Another activity that my dogs participate in is Rally 

obedience, which is a lot of fun.  The handler is 

encouraged to talk to the dog while in the ring.  The first 

level, Novice, is on lead.  The second level, Advanced, is entirely off lead.  For anyone wanting to try Rally I 

would suggest taking a class and learning the rules.  It can be very 

confusing at first because several of the directions sound like they are 

just asking for the same thing, but there are subtle nuances that make 

them different and understanding those nuances will make the 

difference between passing and failing at a trial.   

 

The new sport I started in September 2010 is K9 Nosework.  I haven‟t 

seen a dog yet who didn‟t enjoy this sport.  To get started all you need 

is a few boxes and some treats.  The dogs spend the first twelve 

weeks building the drive to hunt with their nose.  In the beginning, 

they hunt for food.  Eventually they learn to hunt for a distinctive 

odor.  The first odor is birch, then anise and clove. 

 

In the Odor Recognition Test (ORT) there are two lines of six 

identical boxes and one has a couple of Q-Tips soaked with odor 

inside the box.  The team has three minutes to find the correct box 

and there is only one chance to say which box has the odor.  If the team is wrong, then they don‟t pass.  Passing 

the ORT is the pre-requisite for getting into the Nosework trials.  In the Nosework trials there are four 

components that the team must pass; a box drill, an interior search, an exterior search and a vehicle search. 

 

Hero bringing me the start article (sock) at the start of his 
Tracking Dog (TD) title track. 

Emma searched a garage for a container with a 
few Q-Tips that have the target odor (Birch). The 

Q-Tips are in the cup that Emma is pointing to 
with her nose. 
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Emma thinks K9 Nosework is her sport!  She gets very excited and loves doing the harder things most, such as 

interior and exterior searches. 

My dogs love Lure Coursing and Tom enjoys it too (although 

he‟s much slower than the dogs when chasing the bunny).  

We don‟t get to many lure coursing trials in a year.  When 

doing multiple sports, including conformation, it is difficult 

to fit everything in.  Aria lives to run, and thus lure coursing 

is her sport! 

 

I think all dogs need what I call „life skills‟, especially a 

recall – come when called, no matter what.  Life skills can 

save your dog‟s life.  No matter how vigilant a person is, 

we‟re all human and people make mistakes.  We have a gate 

in our front yard that you could drive an RV through.  It is 

the kind of gate found on many farms.  More than once, I‟ve 

looked out at my dogs lying in the sun and the gate was wide 

open.  I call the dogs in the house, give them a cookie for being 

such good dogs, and then go out to shut the gate.  At home in the country, this may not seem like much, but 

when travelling, the recall is just too important to not 

have. 

 

In 2009, Tom and I were driving back from Perry, GA 

and we pulled off the interstate at a rest stop to walk the 

dogs.  It was after 9 pm at night.  We had been to a four 

day conformation show and the dogs hadn‟t been able 

to run for about 5 days.  Tom took Aria‟s collar off and 

let go of her before giving the command for Aria to get 

into her crate.  Aria took off like a shot and started 

running fast through the rest stop parking lot toward the 

on-ramp to the interstate.  Tom calmly said, “Aria 

come.”  Aria stopped, turned around, trotted back to 

Tom wagging her tail, and jumped into her crate.  In a 

split second my heart went from chest, to my throat, and 

back into my chest.  Every owner‟s nightmare scenario 

played itself out in my head in that instant.  Always… Always… ALWAYS teach your dog a very good recall!  

 

Another Life Skill I teach is that the dog can‟t get out of their crate until a release word is given.  This way the 

dog doesn‟t bolt out of the crate before the handler is ready.  In 2008, we were at the Rhodesian Ridgeback 

National Specialty Lure Coursing trial and I had just run Aria.  I put Aria in her crate and then went to get more 

water for her.  When I went back to her crate, I realized that I had left the crate door wide open.  Aria was 

sitting in her crate, smiling, front feet dancing, waiting for her release word so she could go chase the bunnies 

again. 

 

I am sometimes amazed by how much dogs do understand.  When Emma was about 5 months old, we went to 

check on our house that was in the process of being built.  Our driveway is 750 feet long and surrounded by 

woods on three sides.  Tom and I, Dusty and Emma were standing in the front yard when a workman on the 

roof of the house started a saw and scared Emma.  In a panic, she took off down the driveway.  Tom looked at 

Dusty and said, “Go get Emma”.  Dusty took off down the driveway and got in front of Emma breaking her 

attention away from her panicked state, stopping her, and then both dogs came trotting back. 

 

Emma in blue getting ready to do Lure Coursing. 

ARIA Lure Coursing. 
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In August 2010, Hero broke his foot while running in the 

yard. He is a big, active dog and was in a cast for six 

weeks.  One day shortly after having the cast put on he was 

running in the house and was heading for a wall.  Hero was 

clearly unable to stop with the cast sliding all over the 

wooden floor.  I was surprised to see Aria intentionally 

jump in front of him at the last second so that she blocked 

his crash with her own body.  Hero just looked at Aria as if 

to say, „thanks‟. 

 

 

 

In the next few months I‟m planning to get Lola started in the 

conformation ring and tracking.  Hero is currently working for 

the Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) title. Dusty is ready to 

compete in Rally Excellent and in Obedience for his 

Companion Dog (CD) title. We will also be fitting in some 

more lure coursing as time allows. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pets and Floors 
You may like the look of laminate flooring and 

some of the other "hard" floor types, but your pets 

may feel differently. Watching a dog try to walk on 

laminate can be painful, and if Fido gets excited 

when you get home and runs around corners 

overflowing with excitement, it can be very easy 

for him or her to slip on some types of floors. Dogs' 

hips aren't meant to go those directions, so this 

could lead to a serious injury. Also, little claw 

marks can take their toll on certain kinds of flooring 

materials.  You don't want to spend a lot of money 

on your "perfect" floor choice, only to have it 

messed up after a few months of pet foot traffic.   

So, what's the smart thing to do if you are a pet 

owner? Install a floor that not only your family will 

enjoy but that will be pleasant underfoot for pets to 

walk (or run) on.  

 

Ceramic tile and stone are practically impervious 

to claw scratches and potential damage from, ahem, 

accidents.  The glazed tiles clean easily, so they're 

easy to keep looking good year in and year out.  

The downside is that stone and tile aren't that 

comfortable for pets to lie on.   Solid wood or 

bamboo flooring isn't as scratch- or stain-resistant 

as stone or tile, but applying a hard urethane finish 

can minimize damage.  Most manufactured wood 

products come pre-finished and are durable enough 

to stand up to claws.  As with other hard floors, 

they're not that comfortable for pets to lie on, but 

you can solve this problem with a few area rugs.  

Laminate floors resist scratches well, but they are 

very hard and slippery for our clawed friends.  

They also aren't very comfortable to rest upon.  If 

you buy laminates, you should definitely invest in 

some rugs, but truly, the slippery factor makes 

laminate one of the worst options for people with 

pets.  

 

 Even though carpets are often mess on, in 

comparison with gorgeous hardwoods, they are the 

most comfortable for pets to walk and lie on.  The 

downside is that they are also the easiest type of 

flooring material to irrevocably stain.  If you go 

those routes, try a tight-piled carpet to reduce the 

chances that your pet's claws will catch in it. 

Whatever flooring type you choose, you can 

minimize problems by keeping your pet's nails 

trimmed.  Also, sweep or vacuum the floor 

weekly, and wipe up any stains or spills promptly.  

To further protect your floor, choose water bowls 

with wide bases, or consider a pet placemat to keep 

the eating area clean. 
 

http://www.luxuryhousingtrends.com/home_im

provement/best-flooring-for-pets.htm

Lola laying on the sofa with Tom 

Hero with his broken foot in a cast taken August 17, 2010 
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What is a Leash Reactive Dog? 

As a dog trainer, one of the most common issues I am called for are dogs who “react” to other dogs 

while on a leash.  Lots of frustrated, embarrassed and worried owners who need to know what to do. 

 

So what does “reactive” mean?  

Although it is a term that is commonly used in the dog-training world, the term 

can have various connotations to the dog owner.  Reactivity in dogs can 

manifest itself as lunging, jumping, rearing up on the hind legs, snarling, 

growling, barking, or general over-excitement and agitation. Reactive dogs are 

typically unable to focus or listen to their owner when they see or get close to 

an approaching dog.  A leash-reactive dog is one that is especially reactive 

while on a leash. Interestingly, many leash-reactive dogs are perfectly fine off-

leash and many of them play well with other dogs. 

Why are dogs more reactive on leash than off-leash?  

There are several possibilities. The leash often prevents dogs from behaving the way they would 

normally behave when they see another dog. For dogs that are overly excited, the leash prevents them 

from greeting the dog and they react in frustration, which devolves into barking and lunging. Many 

times, when these dogs start barking, owners interpret it as aggression and correct, pull and yank the 

dog farther away from the other dog, only exasperating the problem.   

For fearful dogs or under-socialized dogs, they may perceive that the “flight” part of the “flight or 

fight response” is not an option because they are stuck on a leash and feel trapped. Some dogs may 

have had one or many bad encounters with other dogs as puppies and at the time, it didn't seem to 

affect them, but if they stored that encounter in their memory bank, that “not-so-good” feeling about it 

resurface later. Sometimes if the owner actually pulls or jerks on the 

leash, this creates a simple association between seeing a strange dog 

and discomfort/pain (from the tightening of the collar).   

When dogs greet each other off leash, they are able to create space and 

distance if they so choose and most of the time, dogs will very 

appropriately approach and greet each other from an angle.  They will 

rarely greet nose to nose or face to face, but rather begin to sniff the 

side or undercarriage of the other dogs, moving along to private parts 

and the rear end before coming back to the dogs head.  All of this, as rude as it may seem to us 

humans, is completely normal and appropriate for dogs.  When they are on leash, the dog is almost 

forced to make head on approaches and doesn't have the ability to create space or an angle.  Add more 

tension from a tight, owner-held leash and dogs quickly becomes agitated.    

Reactivity often begins to appear in adolescence. Even a dog that has been socialized as a puppy can 

still become reactive. That is why many owners are surprised when their 8 or 9 month old dog, which 
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seemed fine with other dogs, is now starting bark and lunge at them.  Reactivity is seen in dogs of all 

sizes and breeds, but breed disposition and individual temperament can certainly contribute a dog‟s 

reactivity level.    

 

Yes, This Is My Dog!....What Can I Do? 

Regardless of the reason why a dog has become leash reactive, it is important to not overreact to the 

situation. Yelling, correcting, tightening or jerking on the leash should be avoided, as it will 

almost always exacerbate the problem. The dog already feels uncomfortable with the approaching 

dog and now all of the added correction just adds to his tension or stress level.   

 

For dogs that are fearful and/or not well socialized: 

These dogs most likely have not had enough good encounters, meeting with and/or playing with dogs 

when they were puppies, so as they get older, they fear what they don't know.  Fear is typically shown 

in two different ways, fight or flight.  Whether its fight or flight will depend on the individual 

temperament of the dog.  Either way, fearful/reactive dogs really want the other dog to go away. If the 

other dog gets too close, in their mind, they have no choice but to react. If your dog wasn‟t well 

socialized as a puppy, he is not just going to “get over” that.  If he is over 6 months, wasn‟t well 

socialized and is now displaying reactivity, he is probably never going to be good with meeting other 

dogs that he doesn‟t already know well.  Nevertheless, he can learn to be tolerant when seeing them 

pass by on walks and out in public. Accept that you can't make up for lack of early socialization but 

focus on teaching him an appropriate response when he sees other dogs. With work and patience, this 

can be changed :) 
 

1) Do lots of work on getting his attention. This is 

pretty easy behavior 

to work on: simply 

say his name and 

reward him with a 

treat the moment he 

makes eye contact 

with you. Start in a 

low-distraction 

environment (like 

your family room) and gradually move to busier areas, only 

continuing when you can get his attention no matter what.  You are 

teaching him to look at you comfortably regardless of the 

environment. 

2)  Start at a large distance from any other dogs where he is not 

likely to react.  In the training world, this is referred to as “sub threshold”.  For some dogs, this may be 

Working on attention with no  

distractions first 

 

This owner rewards calm 
behavior at a large distance 

from the other dog 
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a great distance, but that is what it will take at first. Wait until he notices the other dog, and 

immediately reward. Do not wait for him to react! You are teaching him to associate the presence of 

other dogs with something wonderful. When he looks up at you for more, move a tad closer and 

repeat. 

3)  DO NOT PUNISH HIM FOR BARKING!!! If he begins to bark and lunge, you went too far too 

fast. Add more distance between him and other dog. 

4) Manage your dog's environment.  Keep him at a comfortable distance from other dogs. Don‟t 

allow others to greet while he or the other dog are reacting and certainly don‟t allow other dogs to 

invade his space.  Every negative experience will set your dog‟s progress back, so don‟t let it happen! 

This is for his and everyone's safety.   

If you find yourself approaching another dog head-on, simply go around him in an “arc,” or pull off to 

the side and stop, keeping your dog‟s attention as usual.  If the other dog starts to lunge and bark, keep 

your dog's attention and reward more often.  As soon as the other dog goes away, so do the treats.  

This will further his association of other dogs with wonderful things. 

**If your dog has actually harmed another dog, acclimating him to a muzzle for walks would be best.  

This will keep everyone safe while you are working on the behavior (for a great  tips on how to 

properly desensitize to a muzzle, go to:http://drsophiayin.com/resources/newsletters/newsletter-vol-2-

spring-2011).  It is highly also recommended that you seek the help of a dog training professional who 

uses positive reinforcement and does not use force, intimidation or physical punishment. 

For dogs that are quite social, usually enjoy other dogs when off leash, but “go crazy” on the leash: 

1) Again, do lots of work on getting his attention. This is pretty easy behavior to work on: simply 

say his name and reward him with a treat the moment he makes eye contact with you. Start in a low-

distraction environment (like your living room) and gradually move to busier areas, only continuing 

when you can get his attention no matter what.  You are teaching him to look at you comfortably 

regardless of the environment. 

2) Work on polite greetings.  Begin to teach your dog that he might get to say hello to the other dog 

(if the other dog is friendly), only if he is NOT barking, pulling or lunging and only if he can focus on 

your with eye contact, a sit, etc.  Start at a distance that your dog is not reacting and begin to move 

forward, praising and rewarding him for walking politely and for being quiet.  The moment he starts to 

pull, bark or lunge, do a U-turn and go back several feet.  Wait a moment, try your approach again, 

and if he starts to react, immediately turn and go.  This is teaching the dog that quiet and not pulling 

allows him to move closer to another dog, but barking, lunging and pulling take him farther away.  In 

the meantime, reward him for any eye contact that he gives you. If you are able to get within a few feet 

of the other dog successfully, begin to teach him to offer eye contact and/or a sit to first and then, 

reward and then allow him to say a brief hello (keep it to a couple seconds). 
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Always be aware of what your dog can handle and set him up for success. Don't leave the house 

without food reinforces. Working with a reactive dog is a slow process that requires time and patience. 

Using a positive reinforcement and a reward-based system will help build lasting behavior and a 

happier, less stressed hound! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cari Messick, CPDT is a certified trainer and owns FitHound Puppy & Dog Training in Summit 

Point, WV 

To find a training professional in your area, go to ww.apdt.com and search for certified 

trainers (CPDTs).  Training Centers that offer Reactive Dog classes and/or workshops: 

 

Woodbridge, VA: All About Dogs 

www.allaboutdogsinc.com 

 

Baltimore, MD: B More Charming School for Dogs 

www.bmorecharming.com 

 

Frederick, MD: Canine Character 

www.caninecharacter.com 

 

Hagerstown, MD: Peaceable Paws 

www.peaceablepaws.com 

 

Prince Frederick, MD: Kahunas K-9's 

www.kahunask9s.com 

 

Rockville, MD:  Your Dog's Friend 

www.yourdogsfriend.com 

 

Upper Marlboro, MD: Training by Julie & Associates 

http://www.trainingbyjulie.com/ 

 

Great books on living with and working with a reactive dog: 

 

Feisty Fido: How to Work with the Leash Reactive Dog by Patricia McConnell, Phd 

 

Click to Calm by Emma Parsons 

This dog has worked his way to being able to 
be close enough to say hello, but is learning to 

sit first. 
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Go back 2 spaces 

 

END 

 

Miss one turn 

 

Go ahead 2 spaces 

 

START 
 

 
 
Take  the  
Short cut 

 

Take an extra turn 

 

Take an extra turn 

 

 
 

Opps-sie  

Daisy  

Go ahead 2 spaces 

 

Miss one turn 

 

Go back 2 spaces 

 

Take an extra turn 

 

Take the 
Shortcut 

 

Go ahead 2 spaces 

 

Go ahead 2 spaces 

 

Rhodesians, 
Squares 

and 
Ladders 

Go back 2 spaces 
 

 

Fall 
down 
the 
ladder 

 



  

 

OUT OF AFRICA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Africa’s 
Dog Killer # 1! 

B
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R

Y

Y
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We all know the history of the Rhodesian Ridgeback  

….…. The Rhodesian Ridgeback, sometimes referred to as the 
African Lion Hound, is a native of South Africa bred by the Boer 
farmers to fill their specific need for a serviceable hunting dog in 
the wilds.  

Immigrants to South Africa in the 16th and 17th centuries 
brought with them Danes, Mastiffs, Greyhounds, Bloodhounds, 
Terriers and other breeds. In 1707, European immigration was 
closed for one hundred years, and the native dogs played an 
important part in the development and ultimate character of the 
Ridgeback.  

The Hottentots, a native race living in range of these early settlers, had a hunting dog that was half-wild with a 
ridge on his back formed by the hair growing forward. There was interbreeding between these dogs and those 
of the settlers, this crossbreeding, in due course, established the foundation stock of our present day 
Ridgeback. Of necessity, the Boer farmer developed by selective breeding, a distinct breed of the African 
Veldt-the Ridgeback.  

In 1877 Rev. Helm introduced two Ridgebacks into Rhodesia where big game hunters found them 
outstanding in the sport of hunting lions on horseback. They raised and bred these dogs with an appreciation 
for their exceptional hunting qualities, the ridge on their back becoming a unique trademark. In 1922, a group 
of Rhodesian breeders set up a standard for Ridgebacks, which has remained virtually unchanged ever since.  

Some outstanding specimens were imported to the United States in 1950 and the breed was admitted to 
registration by the AKC in 1955.   American Kennel Club 
  
The word 'Hottentots' was a name disparagingly used to refer to the Khoi Khoi people that lived in the 
southern parts of the African continent as early as the 5th century AD and continued to live till the first 
colonists arrived in the middle of the seventeenth century. The Dutch colonists called them Hottentots. It 
means 'stammerer' in Dutch. Khoi Khoi means 'people people'. The word Hottentot is no longer used to 
describe the people. 
 

The Khoi Khoi people originally came from the region now forming parts 
of Botswana and they kept migrating 
southward until they reached the region 
forming part of South Africa. The migrating 
people came to be known by different 
names depending on where they eventually 
settled. They were known as Korana and 
settled in the middle of South Africa, the 
Namaque in the western region of the 
country and the Khoi Khoi in the southern 
most regions.  The Khoi Khoi were typically 

pastoral people. They raised their sheep, goats, and cattle and depended upon 
these for a well balanced diet.   Associated Content Home - The History of the 
Hottentot People of South Africa 
 
Have you ever wondered what it was like way back then, in South Africa, how many obstacles that had to be 
accomplished; “The health of the dog, veterinary medicine if it existed, hygiene and how many dogs were lost 
due to disease….”  South African has many diseases that owners and veterinarians fought and with lack of 
medicine still do. Can you imagine living several hours away from the vet and having no means to get there 
with a sick dog and all you have are ancient tried and tested medicines? No matter what type of animal; dog, 

Khoi Khoi and Settlers 

Khoi Khoi Village 
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cat, cow domestic or wild, ticks are all common and affect the animal in one way or the other. As a child, I 
would go with my father too hand out food to starving villagers.  There we would come across dogs, cats; 
other domestic animals bone thin and covered with ticks.  
 
I had a conversation with a Rhodesian Ridgeback breeder friend of mine who is still living in South Africa 
about a very common and well-known disease called Biliary ―[Laurie] My dog got this when he was quite 
young about a year and I was a young girl, and he got jaundice.  The vets were harsh and did not give him a 
drip and we had him at home.  I used to take him water to drink, and then milk and then milk with eggs beaten 
into the milk.  Then I took him out of his kennel where he was lying as if dead, and would hold him so he could 
pee... and as he got stronger, because of the lack of circulation and his ill health, the tips of his ears and tail 
rotted off.  But he survived and became very strong.  He was a survivor.  If he had been given the fancy 
injections he would have died from the shock. 
  
One of the major problems is that the vets give blood transfusions and the dog goes into shock.  An old 
remedy of BLUE injection is a slow medication [and the gums go blue...] but the dog usually survives. 
  
An old help being a laundry colouring called "Rickets Blue” in drinking water has saved many a farm dog” 

Biliary — Dog Killer Number One in Southern Africa! 
BILIARY IN DOGS 

Courtesy of -Dr. W. J. Grobler BVSc – South Africa 
& 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries South Africa 
 

HISTORICAL – According to information obtained by Lounsbury (1902) from some of the older inhabitants of 
the Cape Province, it would appear that a disease, which can be identified as biliary fever, was known to 
affect dogs in parts of South Africa for the greater part of the nineteenth century; he suggested that the 
ailment of dogs described by Lady Anne Barnard in a letter dated November 29, 1779, was no other than 
canine babesiosis.  It was first encountered by Hutcheon (1896) at Port Elizabeth in 1885.  Although the 
malady was generally regarded as a ―biliary form‖ of distemper.  Hutcheon considered it to be an independent 
condition.  Spreull (1899), by inoculating susceptible dogs with small quantities of infected blood, succeeded 
in transmitting the disease.  Far more severe symptoms were produced by an intravenous than by a 
subcutaneous injection.  Microscopical examinations of blood obtained from infected dogs were made by 
Purvis (Hutcheon 1896, 1907) and revealed intra-corpuscular parasites resembling those of redwater.   
 
Robertson (1901), on confirming the observations of Spreull and Purvis, stated that the intra-corpuscular 
organisms were present in every case of the disease met with, and made their appearance on the fourth day 
after a subcutaneous inoculation.  The blood of the inoculated dog was found to be infective on the third day.  
Although Robertson (1901) also observed some points of similarity between this organism and that of 
redwater he believed that there were distinct morphological differences.  A similar parasite was observed by 
Koch (1897) in the blood of East African dogs.  Lounsbury (1901) was the first to show that canine biliary 
fever was transmitted by means of the dog tick (Haemaphysalis leachi).  Theiler (1904, 1905) studied the 
disease in the Transvaal and carried out a number of immunization tests as a result of which he showed that 
a recovered dog was premunized. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Several similarities exist between biliary fever and an African disease of humans — malaria. Both diseases 
are caused by protozoa — single-celled organisms that invade the host's red blood corpuscles and upon 
destructing the same lead to anaemia. Death may ensue in both cases if correct and timely treatment is not 
carried out. 
 
The name Biliary indicates that jaundice develops in a percentage of cases due to damage to the liver and an 
inability to secrete bile into the intestinal tract. The single-celled organism causing the disease is transmitted 
in South Africa by the yellow dog tick to a susceptible dog. The organisms invade the animal's red blood 
corpuscles, divide by binary fission and thus lead to bursting of the corpuscles or their removal from the blood 
stream by the spleen. 
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Several Biliary fever organisms in the red corpuscles of a dog. (Magnified 
c. 2000 times) 

 
 
 

SYMPTOMS 
If a large percentage of red blood cells burst in a short time, their contents (hemoglobin) escape into the blood 
stream and may be seen in the urine (Biliary of dogs and redwater in cattle are caused by similar organisms). 
The hemoglobin is converted to bile salts that are excreted into the intestines with the liver still functioning 
properly. This explains the yellow, soft stool often seen with biliary. If the liver is damaged by the anaemia, it 
is no longer able to excrete the bile salts which accumulate in the body thus 
causing jaundice. Anaemia is the direct result of the loss of red blood cells due 
to breakage and removal from the blood stream by the spleen. This anaemia 
explains most of the symptoms seen in uncomplicated cases. Gums and eye 
mucous membranes become lighter in colour and even white in advanced 
cases. Breathing becomes fast and laboured since the blood has a decreased 
capacity to carry oxygen.  The heartbeat becomes very fast and can often be 
felt if the dog is held.  
 
Biliary is known to take 3 forms, all of which are characterised by anaemia and 
jaundice: 
 
Chronic Form: This is a long and mildly debilitating illness where your dog may simply seem a bit off-colour. 
 
The dog develops marginal anaemia and mild symptoms of jaundice. 
 
Acute Form: This is a life-threatening emergency that requires immediate specialist Veterinary care. The dog 
develops a high fever and jaundice, due to the severe destruction of red blood cells. The urine is often darker, 
even red-brownish. Death may follow. Blood transfusions are commonplace where the disease was not 
detected very early on. Early treatment usually requires only antibiotics and a course of injections, with 
supportive and follow-up care. Survivability is greatly increased with early diagnosis. 
 
Per Acute Form: This sudden and severe form results in death within a few hours, and treatment is 
ineffective. 
 
The dog goes into shock and displays signs of extensive tissue damage.  Biliary (Babesiosis) is often 
accompanied by another disease caused by the bite of a tick, tick-bite fever (Ehrlichiosis). 
The organism responsible for biliary is injected into the dog by an infected tick through its bite. 
 
 
A drawing of the yellow dog tick Haemaphysalis elliptica (leachi) — the vector of 
biliary in South Africa 
 
DIAGNOSIS 
A vet will make a blood smear from a small drop of blood, usually taken from the animal's 
ear. The organisms are very small (about 300 will fit into a single millimetre!), but they can easily be seen if 
magnified a thousand times under a microscope. The vet may also deduce from the blood smear whether 
new red cells are being formed, whether the body is fighting the infection adequately and if there are signs of 
concomitant infections like Tick Bite fever. If no parasites are found, other reasons for the anaemia must be 
sought. 
 
TREATMENT 
Various drugs may be used to kill the biliary organisms. These drugs are all in injectable form and are all toxic 
if not used correctly.  

Brown Dog Tick Eggs 
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Side effects include inter alia:  Severe haemorrhage into the brain (usually fatal).    
 
Kidney failure    

Tissue sloughing if the intravenous remedy is accidentally injected subcutaneously  
 
From the above it is understandable that all these remedies are used under supervision of a veterinarian. 

 
Cortisone is often administered, especially in cases where a complication of 
biliary where the body attacks its own red cells occurs. Iron and vitamins are 
given to boost appetite and stimulate red cell formation, although some deem it 
unnecessary. Jaundiced animals are treated with liver supportive therapy. 
 
In severe cases the number of red blood cells may decrease to dangerous 
levels, necessitating a blood transfusion. There are eight different blood groups 
in dogs, but fortunately most are compatible, so transfusion reactions occur 
infrequently. It is however safer if cross-matching is done beforehand. Blood 
transfusions are quite expensive, but have saved many a sick dog that would not 

have pulled through otherwise. 
 
PREVENTION 
As from September 2008 a vaccine is available in South Africa to prevent biliary is called Nobivac Piro.  
Whilst many treatments simply put the dog into a state of remission, there are treatments available that can 
affect a cure. Artificial blood (Bio-Pure) is also better – but more costly – should your dog need a blood 
transfusion. The parasite cannot attack and ―eat‖ the artificial blood as it does natural blood. 
 
As always, prevention is the best way to go. Regular dipping or the use of spray-on or spot-on products like 
Frontline or Advantix, deter ticks from attaching themselves to your dog and so the disease is not transmitted. 
The problem is greater after the first rains of summer, and where long grass is present. Plots, farms, bushveld 
are all areas to be treated as suspect. Protect your dog in advance when living in, or visiting, one of these 
high-risk areas by using preventive methods.  As no methods are foolproof, always ensure that you seek 
Veterinary assistance whenever your dog has skipped two or more meals. 

  
SUMMARY 
Biliary fever is a deadly disease, but timely treatment is effective in a large 
proportion of cases. Good rains in spring and summer mean an 
abundance of ticks in the following season resulting in large numbers of 
sick animals.  
 
  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

  

Ticks 

When I look at my two 

Rhodesians, knowing what 

was involved in creating 

this beautiful breed, my 

heart soars with pride.  

They are definitely a royal 

breed.  Who else keeps the 

king of the jungle at bay! 
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The Journey – Bulawayo’s Morning Mirror Edition 446 

 
When you bring a pet into your life, you begin a journey - a journey that will 
bring you more love and devotion than you have ever known, yet also test 
your strength and courage. If you allow, the journey will teach you many 
things, about life, about yourself, and most of all, about love. You will come 
away changed forever, for one soul cannot touch another without leaving 
its mark. 
 
Along the way, you will learn much about savouring life's simple pleasures 

- jumping leaves, snoozing in the sun, the joys of puddles, and even the satisfaction of a good scratch behind 
the ears. Your house will become muddier and hairier. You will wear less dark clothing and buy more lint 
rollers. You may find dog biscuits in your pocket or purse. 
 
You will learn the true measure of love - the steadfast, undying kind that says, "It doesn't matter where we are 
or what we do, or how life treats us as long as we are together." Respect this always. It is the most precious 
gift any living soul can give another. You will not find it often among the human race. 
 
Moreover, you will learn humility. The look in my dog's eyes often made me feel ashamed. Such joy and love 
at my presence. She saw not some flawed human who could be cross and stubborn, moody or rude, but only 
her wonderful companion. On the other hand, maybe she saw those things and dismissed them as mere 
human foibles, not worth considering, and so chose to love me anyway. 
 
If you pay attention and learn well, when the journey is done, you will be not just a better person, but the 
person your  pet always knew you to be - the one they were proud to call beloved friend. 
 
I must caution you that this journey is not without pain. Like all paths of true love, the pain is part of loving. 
For as surely as the sun sets, one day your dear animal companion will follow a trail you cannot yet go down. 
And you will have to find the strength and love to let them go. 
 
A pet's time on earth is far too short - especially for those that love them. We borrow them, really, just for 
awhile, and during these brief years they are generous enough to give us all their love, every inch of their 
spirit and heart, until one day there is nothing left. The young pup 
of boundless energy wakes up stiff and lame, the muzzle now gray. 
Deep down we somehow always knew that this journey would end. 
We knew that if we gave our hearts they would be broken.  But give 
them we must for it is all they ask in return. When the time comes, 
and the road curves ahead to a place we cannot see, we give one 
final gift and let them run on  ahead - young and whole once more. 
"God speed, good friend," we say, until our journey comes full circle 
and our paths cross again. 
 
http://www.morningmirror.africanherd.com/mirrors/mirror446.txt 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Make Sure Your Pets Will Be Cared For If Tragedy Strikes 
 

I wonder if the 
thought about 
who will take 
care of your pets 
when you are no 
longer around 

has crossed your mind.   
 
No one wants to think about such things, but there 
is always the chance however remote, that you 
could suddenly become unable to care for your pet 
because of an illness or accident. Depending on 
the circumstances, the situation may be 
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temporary, or your pets may need a new home for 
good. Either way, you need to be sure your pets 
are covered.  
 
The first step is to make sure someone (or a 
couple of people, better yet) know that you have 
pets, where they are and how to care for them. 
Trade information with other pet-keeping friends, 
family or neighbors, along with the keys to each 
other's homes.  
 
I like to recommend making a file with your entire 
pet's information. Pictures and a physical 
description of your pet are a good place to start. 
Add to the folder an overview of your pet's medical 
records, including proof of altering and dates of 
vaccinations. Instructions for any medications 
should include not only the dosage and where to 
find the bottle, but also whatever method you use 
to entice your pet to swallow the pill.  
 
Don't forget a copy of your pet's license, as 
well as the name, address and phone number 
of the animal's veterinarian. Write down some 
information about the tricks and commands your 
pet knows, as well as any unique personality 
quirks, such as a favorite spot to be petted.  
 
As part of your preparation, talk to your 
veterinarian about setting up plans for emergency 
care or boarding. If you're a long-term client who 
always pays bills promptly, you should have no 
problem getting your veterinarian to agree to run a 
tab if you cannot be reached immediately. I have 
the arrangement with my veterinarian that if 
anyone -- absolutely anyone -- comes in with one 
of my animals, the doctor will take the pet in and 
do what needs to be done. And he knows that 
either I or my heirs will settle the bill later. If you 
are able to make such arrangements, put those 
details in the folder, too.  

The final bit of information for the folder should 
concern arrangements for your pet if you never 
come home again. While no one likes to think 
about this possibility, you have a responsibility to 
your pets to provide for them after your death. You 
cannot leave money directly to an animal, but you 
can leave the animal and money to cover 
expenses to a trusted friend or relative. In some 
states, you can establish a trust in your pet's 
name. Talk to your attorney about what 
arrangement is best for you and your pets.  
 
You should keep a copy of the file on hand in case 
you ever need to be evacuated with your pet. And 
be sure to trade copies with the person you'll be 
counting on to rescue your pet should you ever not 
be able to.  
 
Once you have all the arrangements made, make 
up a card for your wallet. On it, you should note 
that you have pets, how many and what kind, and 
the names and numbers of the people you have 
designated to care for them should you become 
suddenly unable to.  
 
When a friend of mine was facing major surgery 
last year, we discussed such a folder together for 
each of our pets, complete with arrangements for 
the worst-case scenario. I surprised myself in that 
I didn't find the exercise frightening or depressing. 
On the contrary, I found great peace in knowing 
that if something happened to me, my beloved 
pets would be taken care of and my friend in turn 
found solace that my home will be home to her 
Rhodesian if the inevitable happened, right down 
to the home cooked meals, nightly cuddles, ticklish 
spots and long runs.   
 
The Pet Connection by Gina Spadafori

  

 



 

The Charge 

Breaking power 
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Swimming Lessons  - So, you’ve got a pool and a dog.  What happens when the two get 

together?  It can either be a disaster or a lot of fun.  Don’t assume your dog will intuitively know how to swim, 
even if it’s a retriever.  He needs some help, and you can teach him so 
you’ll both have a great time.  One cautionary note, even after your dog 
knows how to swim, NEVER LEAVE YOUR DOG AROUND THE POOL 

UNSUPERVISED.  Just as with a child, always be there just in case.   
What dogs are not-so-great candidates for swimming?  Young puppies, 
senior dogs, overweight dogs, dogs who tend to overexert themselves, 
double-coated dogs, snub-nose dogs, short-legged dogs, dogs with 
large heads and barrel chests, dogs who are ill, have a medical 
problem, or are on medication. 
 

Safety tips:  Have a see-through pool fence with a self-closing and self-
locking gate.  Have a pool alarm.  Have a ramp or ladder at the steps for 
ease of exit.  Alternatively, especially if you have a small dog, put bricks on 
the steps so his little legs have an easy footing to help him get out.   Just 
some general comments.  Dogs can get sunburned especially around the 
nose, eyes, and ears.  Ask your vet about a sunscreen.  Light-colored dogs 
and dogs who have been recently shaved have a greater risk of being 
sunburned.  Don’t pair up swimming with meals – wait at least an hour.   
 
Maintain control of your dog in the water by using a leash or long line attached to a life jacket, a flat buckle 
collar, a swimming harness, or a regular harness with the leash attached from the front rather than the top.   

TEACH YOUR DOG THE ONLY PLACE HE CAN EVER ENTER 
AND EXIT THE POOL IS BY THE STEPS.  Put a large vertical marker 

that moves (such as a plant or a flag) by the steps so he can easily 
orient himself.  As you are teaching him to swim, repeat each one of 
the following stages a gazillion times before moving to the next stage.  
You can reward your dog at each stage by giving him a treat or his 
favorite toy. 
 
Teach him to touch that marker 
before he enters the water.  

Show him the steps, ramp, or ladder from the deck and say ―steps.‖  
Then take him a short distance away and repeat. Gently place him in the 
water with his feet on the top step. If you have a helper, you are in the 
water and your helper is at the top of the steps.  If you are by yourself, 
attach a leash or long line before you put him in the water and stay by 
the side of the pool.  Say ―steps‖ and let him gain his footing up the ramp.  VERY GRADUALLY increase the 
distance from the steps/ramp, and let him swim to the steps and exit.  Stay in the shallow end, and keep the 
lessons short – no more than ten minutes.  To help your dog swim, position your hands so his rear end is up 
so he will use all four legs to swim.  He should look like he is running in the water.  You may need to help him 
by moving his rear legs for him.  If he just uses his front legs, he will most likely sink.  His neck should extend 
forward and his head should not point up.  Use a food lure if necessary to get him in this position. 

 
Rinse him off or give him a shampoo after your session, and be sure 
to dry out his ears.  Check his eyes because they may become 
irritated by the chlorine and need to be rinsed. After he learns to 
swim, don’t let him overexert himself.  Swimming is a physically 
taxing exercise, and he can easily become fatigued.  Take breaks, 
and watch for signs of exhaustion.  If you have taught him how to 
swim and taught him where the steps are, you can avoid this 
tragedy.  And you and your dog will have a fantastic time swimming 
together.  Have fun!  
 

Author: Caryl Wolff, CPDT, NADOI, CDBC  (Thanks to Lucy Prange for the Swimming pictures) 
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BRUCELLOSIS is an important venereal disease in many species. It does not usually come up in pet 

ownership because most pet dogs are not used for breeding. Once someone has decided to breed their dog, 
though, it behooves them to know all about this disease, particularly since it can be transmitted to humans. 
 
Which Type of Brucella 
There are six species of Brucella and the dog is mostly concerned with Brucella canis; however, dogs can 
certainly become infected with Brucella abortus (from cattle), Brucella melitensis (from goats) and Brucella 
suis (from pigs) if they are allowed to drink contaminated milk or eat leftover birth membranes, contaminated 
meat, or aborted young.  
 
How Dogs Get Infected 
Dogs like to stick their noses in all sorts of nasty places. They also chew up all sorts of disgusting 
things. Brucellosis can be contracted sexually but it can also be contracted by inhalation (sniffing 
contaminated urine or fetal membranes), through the eyes, or orally (licking contaminated urine or urogenital 
secretions or chewing up fetal membranes). Urine and saliva from an infected dog are not nearly as rife with 
organism as urogenital secretions; it is when breeding and/or whelping is in the picture that the transmission 
risk becomes very high. 
 

When a female dog aborts a pregnancy because of a Brucella infection,  
she continues to secrete fluids packed with Brucella bacteria for 4-6 weeks. 

 
What happens after infection? 
The organism requires 3 weeks on the average to become evident in the bloodstream. After that it localizes in 
the reproductive or urinary tract and either continuously or periodically seed the bloodstream from there. 
Lymph nodes can enlarge and possibly the spleen or liver can become inflamed but generally the infected 
adult dog does not seem sick. Chronic disease from long term immune stimulation can result.  
 
This can include: 

 Discospondylitis (inflammation of a disc in the spine) 
   

 Uveitis (deep eye inflammation) 
   

 Multiple joint arthritis 
   

 Glomerulonephritis (kidney inflammation and protein loss)  Most of the time, the only sign is 
aborted pregnancy between the 45th and 59th day of pregnancy (relatively late in the pregnancy). 
Classically, the aborted pups appear to have died at least several days prior to abortion as they 
do not look freshly dead. Abortion does not always appear in this most common form, though. 
Sometimes, the pregnancy is lost much earlier and is deemed to represent infertility. Sometimes 
puppies are still born. Sometimes they are born live and infected. 
 

Testing 
Direct culture of the organism from a dead puppy, infected dog’s blood or from secretion is confirmatory but 
the organism is difficult to isolate in this way. This means we usually depend on immunologic tests. Which test 
is selected depends on what the test is being used for. 
 
Screening before breeding: 
The RSAT (Rapid Slide Agglutination Test) is a screening test that can readily identify negative dogs. That is, 
if the test comes out negative, the dog can be considered negative. If the test comes out positive, further 
testing is needed. Up to 60% false positives occur. A test kit is available for use inside the veterinary hospital 
and some facilities can perform this test while you wait. 
 
The IFA (Immunofluorescent Antibody) test is a similar screening test but it must be sent to the reference 
laboratory. The same guidelines apply: negative means negative, positive means do further tests. 
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Further testing for RSAT positive dogs: 
There are two tests that fit in this category. The most specific test (meaning the most trustworthy positive 
value) is the AGID (Agar Gel Immunodiffusion) test. A version of the test called the CPAGID (named for the 
bacterial protein it detects) is the most accurate of all. 
 
Another test is called a TAT (Tube Agglutination Test). It looks for antibodies against Brucella canis. Antibiotic 
treatment with tetracyclines can drop antibody levels low enough for the TAT to be negative but this does not 
necessarily indicate that the infection has cleared. At this time the CPAGID is favored over TAT. 
 

 If a dog is to travel to Australia, a TAT test is required as part of the travel documentation. 
   

 If a dog is to travel to New Zealand, an AGID test is required as part of the travel 
documentation.  

 
Treatment 
First of all, the infected dog must be removed from the breeding program (spayed, neutered or euthanized) 
and isolated from any animals to be used for breeding.  
 
The dog can remain as a pet but probably should not be sold due to potential health risks to potential 
buyers. For pet dogs, a course of antibiotics can be given but since this bacterium is so good at hiding inside 
the host’s cells one can never assume it is ever truly gone. Some people keep their dogs on tetracycline for 
life.  
 
Dogs do recover from this infection without treatment but it can take up to five years. Naturally recovered 
dogs cannot be reinfected; antibiotic-treated dogs can be reinfected. 
 
Treatment options for the initial course: 
 
Doxycycline and an Aminoglycoside 
This regimen requires daily injections of the aminoglycoside antibiotic for the first and last weeks of a four 
week course of treatment. The aminoglycosides are a class of antibiotics that has some very real negative 
effects on the kidney and so a longer course is not without risk. Monitoring may be needed. 
 
Tetracycline and Streptomycin 
In this regimen, tetracycline is given twice times daily for a month and injectable streptomycin is given daily for 
the first and last week of the month. In one study over half the dogs were considered cured with this regimen 
but currently streptomycin is difficult to come by (as it is considered very old fashioned and with few uses at 
this time). 
 
Minocycline and Streptomycin 
Minocycline is a derivative of tetracycline that can also be used to treat Brucellosis but it is not effective when 
used alone. Again, four weeks of treatment is needed. Minocycline is used once daily while the 
aminoglycoside is used daily during the first and last week. 
 
Lack of availability of streptomycin has been a problem for the treatment of this condition. Aminoglycosides 
such as gentamycin have been proposed as substitutes but are not as effective. Quinolone antibiotics such as 
enrofloxacin have also been proposed as substitutes. These are much less toxic than aminoglycosides and 
may emerge as the best replacement for streptomycin. 
 
Keeping Brucella out of the Kennel 
A new dog for a breeding kennel should be isolated for one month. Two Brucella tests one month apart 
should be adequate to confirm negativity (it takes about 3 weeks from infection for tests to turn positive). If an 
infection is detected in a kennel, the entire kennel population should be evaluated. 
 
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/Content.plx?P=A&S=0&C=0&A=2428 
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Please feel free to contact any of the following people for: 

 
 CBARRC Membership questions: 

 Lynn Quinney, Secret ary 

  quinneyzoo1@comcast .net  

  

  CBARRC Events: 

 St eve Hof fman, President  

 shof fman@dominionrr.com  

 

 The CBARRC Website: 

 Cari Messick, Vice President  

 carimessick@yahoo.com 

 

 St eve Christ iansen 

 st evebc3@verizon.net  

 

  CBARRC newsletter questions or submissions: 

 St ephanie Mat ulich, CBARRC Member 

 st ephanie_mat ulich@yahoo.com 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Love your hounds. 

"He hath a share of man's intelligence, but no share of man's 

falsehood."  

- Sir Walter Scott- 


